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C hie ago teac hers strike endsafter 11 days without sc hool 


By KATHLEEN FOODY and 
DON BABIMN 
Associated Press 
C HIC AG O (AP) - C h ic a g o 

teachers and the nation's 
third-largest school district 
reached a labor contract 
deal on "Thursday, ending 
a strike that canceled 11 
days of classes for more 
than 300,000 students. 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot an¬ 
nounced that the district 
had reached a deal with 
the Chicago Teachers 
Union after months of un¬ 
successful negotiations 
led to the city's first signifi¬ 
cant walkout by educa¬ 
tors since 2012. "The union's 
25,000 members went 
on strike Oct. 17, holding 
marches and rallies across 
the c ity. 

Continued on Nex Page 



Bom left; Chicago Public SchoolsCEO Janice Jackson, Chief Education Officer LaTanya Me Dade, Mayor Lori lightfoot and Sybil 
Madison, the city's deputy mayorfor education and human services, attend a press conference at City Hall to discuss the Chicago 
Teachers Uhion strike, Thursday morning, Oct 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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In this Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019, Chicago Teachers Union President Jesse Sharkey and vice- 
president Stacy Davis Gates share a hug after speaking to the media following a CTU House of 
Delegates meeting atthe Chicago Teachers Uhion Center in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

Chicago Teachers Union 
delegates voted late 
Wednesday to approve a 
tentative deal that includes 
pay raises over five years, 
but they initially refused to 
end the strike unless the 
mayor added school days 
to cover the lost time. 

The union said Ughtfoot 
had agreed to make up 
five days of lost time. The 
school district said classes 
will resume Friday. 
Throughout the strike, Chi¬ 
cago Public Schools kept 
schools open, promis¬ 
ing parents that their kids 
would have a safe place 
to go and receive meals. 
City parks, libraries and 
community groups also 
opened their doors to kids 
whose parents didn't want 
to leave them home alone 
but were uncomfortable 
using schools being pick¬ 
eted by educators. 

Families across the city 
breathed a sigh of relief as 
they heard the news. 

"It isoverfina lly, tha nk G od," 
said Dominique Dukes, who 
has two children, ages 7 
and 14. 'They did miss out 
on their education. It was 
the worst experience ever. 
Hopefully it doesn't happen 
again." 

Dukes, 33, said she printed 


off grade school work- 
sheetsatthe library to keep 
her children occupied. 
Dukes works early morn¬ 
ings at a warehouse and 
her boyfriend works nights; 
they took turns watching 
the children. 

Teachers said the strike was 
based on a "social justice" 
agenda and aimed to in¬ 
crease resources, including 
nurses and social workers 
for students, and reduce 
class sizes, which teachers 
say currently exceed 30 or 
40studentsin some schools. 
Union leaders said the strike 
forced the city to negoti¬ 
ate on issues they initially 
deemed out of bounds, in¬ 
cluding support for home¬ 
less students. 

Ughtfoot said a strike was 
unnecessary and dubbed 
the city's offer of a 16% 
raise for teachers over a 
five-year contract and oth¬ 
er commitments on educa¬ 
tors' priorities "historic." 

The Chicago strike was 
another test of efforts by 
teachers' unions to use 
contract talks typically 
focused on salaries and 
benefits and force sweep¬ 
ing conversations about 
broader problems that af¬ 
fect schools in large, po¬ 
litically left-leaning cities, 
including affordable hous¬ 


ing, added protections for 
immigrants and the size of 
classes. 

The agreement approved 
on Wednesday was not 
immediately released 
but Sharkey said some of 
teachers'wins could 'trans¬ 
form" schools in the district. 
The full union membership 
still must hold a final vote 
on the agreement. 

Broad outlines include a 
16% raise for teachers dur¬ 
ing the five-year contract, 
a new committee to inves¬ 
tigate and enforce class¬ 
room sizes that surpass lim¬ 
its in the agreement and 
funding to add social work¬ 
ers and nurses to the city's 
schools. 

Ughtfoot said atthe start of 
the strike thatshe would not 
restore any lost days and 
stuck to that position late 
Wednesday in response to 
the union'sdemands. Ught¬ 
foot and Sharkey met pri¬ 
vately at City Hall on Thurs¬ 
day as teachers protested 
outside in the snow. The 
mayoreventually emerged 
from her office and an¬ 
nounced the strike would 
end. 

Sha rkey, who d id not sta nd 
by the mayor's side to an¬ 
nounce the strike's end, 
told reporters that union 
members "don't need to 


see me smiling with the 
mayor." 

'What they need to see 
is that we have a tenta¬ 
tive agreement and we 
now have a return to work 
agreement," he said. "I'm 
glad that people get to 
return to work. Frankly, it's 
been hard on teachers 
to be out this long and it's 
been hard on parents to 
be out this long. It's been 
hard on ourstudents." 

The walkout served as one 
of Ughtfoot'sfirst major hur¬ 
dles after taking office this 
year. The former federal 
prosecutor campaigned 
on a progressive platform, 
including school reform, 
and the union accused her 
of failing to follow through 
on campaign promises. 

The first-term mayor dis¬ 
missed questions Thursday 
about possible ripple ef¬ 
fects of the strike, saying 
she wasfocused on repair¬ 
ing "damage" to students 
and families 

"Nobody wins in a circum- 
sta nc e like this," she sa id. 
Union officials said they 
were building on massive 
teacher protests in con¬ 
servative states, includ¬ 
ing West Virginia last year 
where teachers called for 
higher pay and greater 
funding forschools 


Hillary Remis, a 37-year-old 
science teacher at McAu- 
liffe Elementary School, 
said she thinks the walkout 
was worthwhile and con¬ 
siders the compromise on 
makeup days'fair." 

"I think we walked out with 
a better contract than we 
had to begin with from the 
previous contract," Remis 
said. 'There were some 
good compromises by 
both sides. Anything that 
benefits the school and 
benefits the kids is worth it." 
Chicago teachers were 
joined by thousands of 
school staff, including se¬ 
curity guardsand teachers' 
assistants who belong to a 
unit of the Service Employ¬ 
ees International Union. 
That union reached a ten¬ 
tative agreement with the 
district on Sunday, but its 
leaders vowed to remain 
on the picket lines until the 
teachers reached their 
own deal. The strike also 
spread from the picket line 
to the playing field, as so me 
high school athletes found 
themselves shut out of 
competitions One school, 
Solorio Academy, missed 
a chance to win its second 
state soccerchampionship 
in three years because the 
tournaments began during 
the strike.□ 
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Last call: Utah issetto tap out on low^alcohol beersales 



Budweisei's iconic Clydesdales make a special trip to Utah 
to celebrate the changing beer laws in the state, joined by a 
'ghoulish group of pallbeaieis," Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019, for 
a funeral procession for Utah's last remaining 3.2 percent beer, 
in Salt Lake City, as the state prepares to start selling 4 percent 
alcohol-by-weight in grocery and convenience stores starting 
Friday. 

Associated Press 


By UNDSAY WHITEHURST 

Associated ness 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — The 

first change to beer alco¬ 
hol limits since the end of 
Prohibition nearly a century 
ago is coming to Utah. 

Ihe state will become the 
next-to-last in the country 
to say goodbye to lower-al¬ 
cohol 3.2% beer on Friday, 
when drinkers welcome 
new, slightly stronger brews 
to grocery stores, gas sta¬ 
tions and bars. 

Lawmakers have raised 
the limits to a still-low 4% by 
weight, yielding as large 
breweries decided to stop 
making lower-alcohol suds 
fora market that's shrinking 
amid changing laws. The 
change leaves Minnesota 
as the last state to have 
3.2% beer. 

Almost the entire country 
once had similar limits, said 
Maureen Ogle, author of 
"Ambitious Brew: A History 
of American Beer." It was 
set by Congress to allow 
lighter brews to be made 


before the formal end of 
Prohibition in 1933. 

"Frankly, it's a very arbitrary 
number,"she said. 

Still, most states used it 
as a guide as they made 
their own laws. That start¬ 
ed to change in the 1980s 
with the beginnings of the 
craft beer movement and 
gained steam after the 
year 2000. "The last few 
dominos fell with Oklaho¬ 
ma, Colorado and Kansas 
making the switch in recent 
years. 

In the last remaining hold¬ 
out, Minnesota Republican 
Sen. Karin Housley said she 
would "aggressively pursue 
legislation to modernize our 
state's antiquated liquor 
laws" during the next legis¬ 
lative session. 

In Utah, the state's predom¬ 
inant religious faith, "The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, teaches 
abstinence from alcohol 
and strict liquor laws con¬ 
tinue to hold sway. Last 
year, lawmakers passed 


the lowest DUI threshold in 
the country at .05% 

This year, though, big retail¬ 
ers like Wal-Mart and oth¬ 
ers pushed for changes so 
they could keep theirstores 
stocked with national beer 
brands. Ihe new 4% limit, 


also measured as 5% by 
volume, wasa compromise 
with the influential church, 
which had opposed going 
higher. 

The deal left serious craft 
beerfa ns somewhat disap¬ 
pointed, but many drink¬ 


ers are happy to welcome 
brands like Sam Adams 
and Firestone Walker in gro¬ 
cery storesforthe first time, 
said Mike Riedel, who writes 
the Utah Beer Blog. 

"I hope it's not another 86 
years before something 
else changes,"he said. 

With some brands mov¬ 
ing to private stores, Utah 
rules mean state-owned 
outlets may have to dump 
any 3.2% beer that isn't 
sold by midnight Thursday. 
Customers have been 
snapping up those beers 
at bargain prices or gaz¬ 
ing at empty shelves ready 
for the new stock. For local 
brewers, the change has 
caused some headaches, 
but it will also allow them 
more creativity, said Nicole 
Dicou, executive director 
of the Utah Brewer's Guild. 
'We're kind of reaching a 
new normal here in Utah," 
she said. 'We're not go¬ 
ing to be the ones left out 
of the national trends and 
conversations.'□ 
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Trump wants to honordog from Syria mission at White House 



A working military dog is displayed on a monitor as U.S Central Command Commander Marine 
Gen. Kenneth McKenzie speaks at a joint press briefing atthe Pentagon in Washington, Wednes¬ 
day, Oct 30, 2019, on the Abu Bakral-Baghdadi raid. 

Associated Press 


By AAMER MADHANI and 
LOUTA BALDOR 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Don¬ 
ald Trump is the first presi¬ 
dent since William McKinley 
not to have a dog live in the 
White House. But next week 
he wants to honor one by 
bringing Conan, a military 
working dog injured in the 
successful operation tar¬ 
geting Islamic State leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, to 
Washington. 

It remains unclear if the 
president will eventually 
meet some of the several 
dozen troops who took 
part in the risky operation 
in northwest Syria that end¬ 
ed with al-Baghdadi killing 
himself by detonating an 
explosives-laden vest as 
American forces closed in 
on him. 

But he wants to meet the 
dog, tweeting Thursday 
that Conan "will be leav¬ 
ing the Middle East for the 
White House sometime 
next week!" 

White House officials did 
not respond to a requestfor 
comment on whether any 
of the troops who took part 
in the al-Baghdadi raid — 
commandos in the Army's 


elite Delta Force, members 
of the 75th Ranger Regi- 
mentand aircrew from the 
Army's 160th Special Oper- 
ationsAviation Regiment — 
would be accompanying 
the Belgian Malinois 
No formal request for 
Conan to go to the White 
House has yet been sent 


and no visit is in the works, 
according to defense of- 
fic ia Is 

If Trump wants to see the 
dog or other members of 
the assault team, Penta¬ 
gon leaders would recom¬ 
mend that the meeting in¬ 
volve just a small numberof 
people and that no media 


be allowed, according to 
Defense Department offi- 
cialswho discussed internal 
deliberations only on the 
condition of anonymity. 
The preference would be 
forany meeting to happen 
in a secure location, not at 
the White House, they said. 
The dog, which suffered 
minor injuries when it was 
exposed to electric wiresas 
he chased al-Baghdadi, is 
still deployed and working 
in the Middle East. 

Bringing the clandestine 
special operations forces 
to the White House would 
be a stark departure from 
the way simila revents have 
been handled. U.S. senior 
leaders, including presi¬ 
dents and defense chiefs, 
have typically traveled to 
see the troops in secure lo- 
cationsto ensure their iden¬ 
tities a re not compromised. 
Trump, while continuing to 
revel in last weekend's op¬ 
eration in northwest Syria, 
confronts the balance be¬ 
tween celebrating a ma¬ 
jor national security vic¬ 
tory without overstating the 
significance of the killing 
in what will remain a high¬ 
ly volatile region for U.S. 
troops 

'There's been a strong ten¬ 
dency for administrations 
to mistakenly suggest that 
a decapitation ... is going 
to fundamentally degrade 
their groups' ability to re¬ 


surge or continue to op¬ 
erate," said Seth Jones, a 
former adviser to the com¬ 
ma nderof U.S. Special Op¬ 
erations Forces in Afghani¬ 
stan. 'That has not been 
the case." 

The killing of Osama bin 
Laden, the capture of 9/11 
mastermind Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed, the drone 
strike that killed Yemeni- 
American terrorist Anwar 
al-Awlaki and the fatal at¬ 
tack on al-Qaida in Iraq 
leader Abu Musab al-Sr- 
qawi were all moments of 
much publicized triumph 
fo r p re vio u s p re sid e nts. 
Trump has latched onto the 
al-Baghdadi mission as he 
tries to bolster his standing 
with American voters while 
facing an impeachment in¬ 
quiry. Trump also has faced 
criticism from Republicans 
as well as Democrats over 
his decision in October to 
cut U.S. troop presence in 
Syria. 

In announcing al-Baghda- 
di's death, Trump spoke in 
great detail about how U.S. 
troops carried out the mis¬ 
sion. He's credited himself 
for pressing commanders 
to focuson hiscapture. 

On Wednesday, his cam¬ 
paign aired an updated 
version of a campaign ad 
during Game 7ofthe World 
Series that touts Trump for 
"obliterating ISIS." The ad 
also includes an image of 
al-Baghdadi and an official 
White House photograph 
of Trump and his national 
se c u rity a d vise rs mo n ito ring 
the mission in the Situation 
Room. 

He also posted an altered 
photo of himself draping 
a medal on a dog resem¬ 
bling Conan. 

Trump is hardly alone in 
celebrating a successful 
mission to kill a major terror 
leader. 

In 2011, days after Navy 
SEALs earned out a har¬ 
rowing operation to kill bin 
Laden, President Barack 
Obama traveled to Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky, to 
meet with some of the 
SEALs that took part in 
the mission behind closed 
doors. Obama on that trip 
also met with one of the 
working dogs, Cairo, who 
took part in the bin Laden 
raid.Q 
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Stable costs but more uninsured as'Obamacaie 1 sign-ups open 



John Gold, self-employed graphics designer, poses at a fenn¬ 
el's market outside his office in Portland, Maine, Wednesday, 
Oct 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By RICARDO ALDNSO- 
ZALDIVARAssociated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
Americans are going with¬ 
out health insurance, and 
stable premiums plusgreat- 
er choice next year under 
the Obama health law 
aren't likely to reverse that. 
As sign-up season starts on 
Friday, the Affordable Care 
Act has shown remarkable 
resiliency, but it has also 
fallen short of expectations. 
Even many Democrats 
want to move on. 

President Donald Trump 
doesn't conceal his dis¬ 
dain for 'Obamacare" and 
keeps trying to dismantle 
the program. 

During President Barack 
Obama's tenure, open en¬ 
rollment involved a nation¬ 
al campaign to get people 
signed up. The program's 
complexity was always a 
problem, and many lower- 
income people still don't 
understand they can get 
financial help with premi¬ 
ums. 

That can translate to sever¬ 
al million uninsured people 
unaware they qualify for 
help. An analysis Thursday 
from the consulting firm 
Avalere Health found that 
low-income residents in 
96% of counties served by 
HealthCare.gov can find 
a basic "bronze" plan at no 
cost to them, factoring in 
subsidies. Bronze plans are 
skimpy, but experts say it 
beatsgoing uninsured. 
Standard "silver" plans are 
available at no additional 
cost in 25%of counties, and 
people eligible for gener¬ 
ous subsidies can find more 
robust "gold" plans for zero 
premium in 23% of coun¬ 
ties, the study found. 

But the Trump administra¬ 
tion says it's not specifically 
advertising that. Early on, 
it slashed the Obamacare 
ad budget. Officials say 
they're focused on provid¬ 
ing a quality sign-up ex¬ 


perience and keeping the 
HealthCare.gov website 
running smoothly. 
Democratswho once tout¬ 
ed the health overhaul asa 
generational achievement 
now see it as a stepping 
stone, not the final word. 
Presidential candidates 
Bemie Sanders and Eliza¬ 
beth Warren would bring 
the 20 million people cov¬ 
ered under the law into a 
new government-run sys¬ 
tem for all Americans. "It's 
time forthe next step," says 
Warren. 

Former Vice President J oe 
Biden, who asserts'Obam¬ 
acare is working," is propos¬ 
ing a major expansion of 
current ACA subsidies and 
a whole new "public op¬ 
tion" insurance program. 

For John Gold, a self-em¬ 
ployed graphic designer 
from Maine, health care 
that's stable, affordable 
and comprehensive still 
feels more like a goal than 
a reality. He's been cov¬ 
ered by the ACA since 
2014. 

"It'sa great start, but it's not 
the be-all and end-all of 
health care,"he said. 

Health care 'takes up too 
much of my budget, and it 
doesn't need to,"explained 
Gold, who lives near Port¬ 
land. 'There are appoint¬ 
ments my doctor suggests, 
that I tum down because 
it's going to cost me $300." 
Gold's income fluctuates, 
and when he makes too 
much to qualify for subsi¬ 
dized premiums, he must 
pay full freight. He's in his 
50s, so his monthly cost is 
higher, about $700. On top 
of that, the plan comes 
with a $4,000 deductible 
and an $8,000out-of-pock¬ 
et limit, potentially leaving 
him on the hook for a lot 
more. 

Nonetheless, Gold said 
he hasn't looked at the 
cheaper alternative the 
Trump administration is 


touting, though it can cost 
up to 60% less. One reason 
is "short-term plans" don't 
have to cover pre-existing 
medical conditions. 

With the economy strong, 
it's unusual for progress to 
falter on America's unin¬ 
sured rate. Yet the Census 
Bureau reported that 27.5 
million people were unin¬ 
sured in 2018, an increase 
of nearly 1.9 million from 
2017, a nd the first time the 
rate went up in a decade. 
Caroline Pearson, a health 
insurance expert with 
NORC at the University of 
Chicago, a nonpartisan 
research organization, said 
she doesn't expect to see 
ACA coverage gains in 
2020. 

"Premiums are still expen¬ 
sive for people who have 
other costs," said Pearson. 


"It's a challenging proposi¬ 
tion unless you are getting 
a big subsidy or really need 
insurance." 

Enrollment has been slowly 
eroding since Trump took 
office, from 12.2 million in 


2017 to 11.4 million this year. 
The drop has come mainly 
in HealthCare.gov states, 
where the federal govern¬ 
ment runs sign-up season. 
State-run insurance mar¬ 
kets have held theirownO 
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Boy Sc outs to boostannual youth fees by more than 80% 



In thisj une 25,2016, file photo. Cub Scouts watch a lace during the Second Annual World Cham¬ 
pionship Pinewood Derby in New York's limes Square. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID CRARY 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Facing a 
potentially ruinous wave of 
new sex-abuse lawsuits, the 
Boy Scouts of America is 
increasing its annual youth 
membership fee by more 
tha n 80% 

The group says the move, 
which has dismayed many 
of the Scouts' adult volun¬ 
teer leaders who warn the 
increase is prohibitively 
steep for some, is needed 
to meet rising operating 
costs, notably forthe liabil¬ 
ity insurance that covers a II 
official Scouting activities 
Foryears, the BSA hasbeen 
entangled in costly litiga¬ 
tion with plaintiffs who said 
they were abused by scout 
leaders in their youth. Hun¬ 
dreds of lawsuits may lie 
ahead with the recent en¬ 
actment of laws in New 
York, New Jersey, Arizona 
and California making it 
easier for victims of long- 
ago abuse to seek dam¬ 
ages. 

The fee increase, disclosed 
to the Scouts' regional 
councils last week, seeks to 
relieve some of the finan¬ 
cial pressure. As of Jan. 1, 
the annual membership 
fee for 2.2. million youth 
members will rise from $33 
to $60; the fee for adults 
will rise from $33 to $36, the 
Scouts said. The increases 
could generate more than 
$60 million in additional 
funds in the coming year. 
The BSA says it's exploring 
"all available options" to 
maintain its programs and 
has not ruled out the pos¬ 
sibility of declaring bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

As part of that process, the 
Scouts said they a re consol¬ 
idating their departments 
and recently eliminated 
more than 35 positionsat its 
National Service Center. 
The BSA's current youth 
participation is down from 
more than 4 million in peak 
years of the past. It has 


tried to offset the decline 
by admitting girls, but the 
membership rolls will take 
a big hitasofjan. 1, when 
the Church of J esus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints — for 
decades a major sponsor 
of Boy Scout units — cuts 
its ties with the BSA and 
launches its own global 
youth programs 
In its announcement, the 
BSA made no specific ref¬ 
erence to the sex-abuse liti¬ 
gation but made clearthe 
fee increase was driven by 
insurance costs. 
"Unfortunately, the cost of 
liability insurance we must 
carry to cover all Scout¬ 
ing activities has increased 
dramatically overthe past 
several months, and the or¬ 
ganization is no longerable 
to offset the cost of insur¬ 
ance," the BSA said. 

In addition to insurance, 
the BSA said, membership 
fees cover other "essential 
services" such as back¬ 
ground checks for adult 
leaders, program develop¬ 
ment and updated youth 


protection and safety train¬ 
ing. 

The national fees do not 
cover costs for uniforms 
and handbooks, which 
can easily exceed $100 per 
year. 

Scores of the Scouts'volun- 
teeradult leaders weighed 
in on the fee increase in 
comments on a blog oper¬ 
ated by the BSA's Scouting 
Magazine. Several of the 
leaders warned that the 
increase would be finan¬ 
cially burdensome for low- 
income families and might 
drive them away from 
scouting. 

The BSA insists that the 
scouting remains a good 
value, compared with 
many other organized 
youth activities 
'While most extracurricu¬ 
lar activities are seasonal, 
Scouting is a year-round 
program that remains one 
of the most valuable in¬ 
vestments we can make 
to support young men 
and women," the BSA an¬ 
nouncement said. 


The organization says it will 
strive to assist families who 
feel they cannot afford the 
higher fees. It announced 
creation of a fund, sup¬ 
ported through donations, 
to provide financial assis¬ 
tance. 

Many of the volunteer 
leaders commenting on 
the blog were upset by the 
timing of the announce¬ 
ment. It came after Scout 
units had already begun 
collecting fees for their 
2020 registration renewal 
process and setting their 
budgets for the coming 
year. 

"I am extremely disappoint¬ 
ed in the handling ofthisin¬ 
crease," wrote John Guild, 
a Dallas attorney who has 
helped lead a Cub Scout 
pack and slammed the 
move for lack of transpar¬ 
ency as well as its poor tim¬ 
ing. Guild also questioned 
how effective the fee in¬ 
crease would be, contend¬ 
ing that the BSA "is facing 
hundreds of millions of dol¬ 
lars is liabilities and tens of 
millions of dollars in legal 
fees" 

Jason Krut, who is active 
with a Pittsburgh-area Cub 
Scout pack, called the in¬ 
crease "unconscionable." 

"It reeks of incompetence 
and mismanagement," he 
wrote on the blog. "It will 
force children, leaders, 


and families away from 
scouting and to seek out 
BSA alternatives." 

Brandon Boos, a leader 
of a Cub Scout pack in 
Worthington, Ohio, said the 
magnitude of the increase 
was understandable but 
he faulted the timing. 

'The roll-outdid notdemon- 
strate the same high quality 
of character we are trying 
to instill in our Scouts," Boos 
wrote on the blog. 

In a subsequent email to 
The Associated Press, Boos 
said he still loves the Boy 
Scouts, plans to continue 
as a volunteer and hopes 
other pa rents do likewise. 
Donald Dement, a volun¬ 
teer leader with his sons' 
Boy Scout troop in Frisco, 
Texas, said most of the par¬ 
ents would have no trou¬ 
ble affording the higher 
fees, while hard-up families 
would likely get assistance 
from theirtroops. 

Dement said some con¬ 
servative families in Frisco 
continue to resent ma¬ 
jor changes made by the 
BSA in the past decade — 
these included opening its 
programs to girls, and ad¬ 
mitting gays as scouts and 
adult leaders. One local 
troop, he said, made hats 
for summer camp last year 
emblazoned with "Make 
Scouting GreatAgain." 

But regarding the fee in¬ 
crease, he said most scout¬ 
ing families "will be under¬ 
standing and accepting." 
The Boy Scouts filed law¬ 
suits last year against six of 
its own insurers, saying they 
have improperly refused 
to cover some of the sex 
abuse liabilities incurred by 
the organization. The insur¬ 
ers say the coverage obli¬ 
gation is voided because 
the BSA failed to take ef¬ 
fective preventive mea¬ 
sures such as warning par¬ 
ents that scouts might be 
abused. 

'We believe insurance 
companies should uphold 
their commitments by pay¬ 
ing their share of claims," 
the BSA said in an email 
to The Associated Press on 
Thursday. 'We remain in 
disputes with some carriers 
and look forward to a reso¬ 
lution that benefits victims 
and helps them on their 
journey towa rds hea ling .'O 
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Commission: Viiginia let company defy fishing limits in bay 



This Oct 15, 2004 file photo shows a school of menhaden on 
the coast of Viiginia Beach, Va. Fishing tegulatois say Viiginia 
allowed a Canadian-owned company that makes fish-oil sup¬ 
plements to go well beyond catch limits of the fish set for the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

Associated Press 


By BEN FINLEY 
Associated ness 
NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — Fish¬ 
ing regulators accused 
Virginia on Thursday of al¬ 
lowing a company that 
makes fish-oil supplements 
to exceed catch limitson a 
fish that's an important link 
in the Chesapeake Bay's 
food chain. 

The Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission voted 
to find Virginia out of com¬ 
pliance because the state 
didn't enact a new harvest 
cap fora fish that's called 
menhaden. The species 
serves as food in the bay 
for large predators that in¬ 
clude striped bass, bottle- 
nose dolphins and hump¬ 
back whales. 

The commission's vote es¬ 
calates a simmering con¬ 
flict in Virginia that involves 
only one company, Ome¬ 
ga Protein, which defied 
the commission's catch 
limit. 

Environmental groupshave 
called into question how 
one corporation can have 
so much influence on state 
policy. But the company 
and lawmakers who sup¬ 
port it say the catch limit is 
unfair and lacks scientific 
justification. 

The Trump Administration 
may get involved. The 
commission said it will ask 
the U.S. Secretary of Com¬ 
merce to intervene, a re¬ 
quest that hasn't always 
been reciprocated by the 
current administration. 
Menhaden are an oily, sil¬ 
ver-colored fishthatswim in 
schools inside and outside 
the nation's largest estuary. 
Omega Protein has been 
harvesting them for de¬ 
cades, producing products 
like fishmeal and omega-3 
rich fish oil. 

In recent years, the com¬ 
mission has reduced men¬ 
haden catch limits over 
concerns about the bay's 
population, noting that the 
Chesapeake is "a nursery 
ground for many species" 
In 2017, harvest limits were 
reduced from a bout 87,000 
metric tons to 51,000 met¬ 
ric tons. But Virginia's leg¬ 
islature didn't enact the 
change. 

This year, the company 
said it hauled in 67,000 met¬ 
ric to ns of the fish — or 31% 


more than the commission 
allows. 

Omega protein said in a 
statement Thursday that it 
tried to fish outside of the 
bay. But it said that poor 
weather and higher vol¬ 
umes of menhaden inside 
the Chesapeake led to 
h ig he r ha rve sts the re. 

The company also pointed 
to the commission's most 
recent stock assessment, 
which said menhaden 
aren't being overfished. 
Richard Stuart, a Repub¬ 
lican state senator who 
supports Omega, said the 
company provides nearly 
300jobsand pumpsmillions 
into the economy. 

"If I saw one shred of evi¬ 
dence that Omega was 
overfishing, I'd be the first 
one to vote to cut the 
catch," Stuart said. "I think 


the ASMFC gave into pres¬ 
sure from special interests." 
Chris Moore, a scientist 
with the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation, said no one 
disputes that the menha¬ 
den population is healthy 
coastwide. But he said es¬ 
timates for the bay are in¬ 
adequate, which is why 
the commission took the 
precaution of lowering the 
harvest cap. 

Moore added thatOmega 
Protein lobbied lawmakers 
to defy the catch limit. Ac¬ 
cording to the Virginia Pub¬ 
lic Access Project, Omega 
Protein has made nearly 
$600,000 in political dona¬ 
tions in the state over the 
years. 

"For its own profit Omega 
Protein has now tarnished 
Virginia's reputation as a 
responsible steward of its 


fisheries,"Moore said. 

The Secretary of Com¬ 
merce has 30 days to re¬ 
view the commission's rul¬ 
ing on Virginia. 

In 2017, Commerce Secre¬ 
tary Wilbur Ross overruled 


a recommendation by 
the commission involving 
New Jersey. The ASMFC 
had found New Jersey to 
be out of compliance on 
proposed limits for summer 
flounderO 
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Healthcare orBrexit? UK parties unveil election themes 



Hags wave outside the Houses of Rariiamerit; in London, Thursday, Oct 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By J ILL LAWLESS 
DANICA WRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The oppo¬ 
sition Labour Party kicked 
off its campaign for Britain's 
December general elec¬ 
tion with one overriding 
message Thursday: It's not 
just a bout Brexit. 
labour leaderj enemy Cor- 
byn put the emphasis firmly 
on economic and social 
issues, calling the Dec. 12 
vote a once-in-a-genera- 
tion chance to transform 
the country. All seats in the 
650-seat House of Com¬ 
mons are up for grabs in 
the early election, chosen 
by Britain's46 million eligible 
voters. 

In his first stump speech of 
the six-week campaign, 
Corbyn said the left-of-cen- 
ter party's plan would take 
on "vested interests" and 
"bom to rule" elites — a dig 
at Conservative Prime Min¬ 
ister Boris J ohnson and his 
Conservative party's big- 
businessbackers. 

"We're going after the tax 
dodgers. We're going after 
the dodgy landlords. We're 
going after the bad boss¬ 
es. We're going after the 
big polluters. Because we 


know whose side we're on," 
Corbyn told supportersata 
rally in London. 'Whose side 
are you on?" 

Johnson sought this elec¬ 
tion, which is being held 
more than two years early, 
to break the political im¬ 
passe over Britain's stalled 
departure from the Euro¬ 
pean Union. But Corbyn 
wants to shift the election 
battleground away from 
Brexit and onto more com¬ 


fortable terrain: the many 
versus the few. 

Labour is hoping that vot¬ 
ers want to talk about is¬ 
sues such as health care, 
the environment and social 
welfare — all of which saw 
years of funding cuts by 
Conservative governments 
— instead of more Brexit 
debates 

For his part, J ohnson plans 
to campaign as the Brexit 
champion, blaming Cor- 
byn's "dither and delay" 
for the country's failure to 
leave the EU on Thursday 
asscheduled. 

While the Conservatives 
have a wide lead in most 
opinion polls, analysts say 
the election is unpredict¬ 
able because Brexit cuts 
across traditional party 
loyalties. For many voters, 
their identities as "leavers" 
or"remainers"are more im¬ 
portant than their party af¬ 
filiations 

A bill authorizing the ear¬ 
ly election was rushed 
through Parliament this 
week and officially be¬ 
came law Thursday when it 
received royal assent. 
Sticking to his party's core 
issues, Corbyn on Thursday 
called out prominent busi¬ 
ness leaders — including 
media mogul Rupert Mur¬ 
doch and aristocratic land- 
owner the Duke of West¬ 
minster — as he painted 
J ohnson's Conservatives as 
champions of the wealthy 
few. 

Johnson once again 
banged the Brexit drum, 
ignoring his failure to get 


British lawmakers to passhis 
Brexit divorce deal and his 
previous vow to leave the 
EU by Oct. 31 "come what 
may." Earlier this week, the 
EU granted Britain a three- 
month Brexit delay, setting 
a new J an. 31 deadline for 
the country to leave the 
bloc and imploring British 
politicians to use the extra 
time wisely. 

"If you vote for us and we 
get ourprogram through ... 
we can be outatthe abso¬ 
lute latest by January next 
year," J ohnson said Thurs¬ 
day as he visited a hospital. 
Johnson also tried to steal 
some of Labour's thunder 
by promising more money 
forkey public servicessuch 
as hospitals, police and 
schools 

Labour is vulnerable over 
Brexit because the party is 
split. Some of its leaders, in¬ 
cluding Corbyn, are deter¬ 
mined to go through with 
British voters' decision to 
leave the EU, while others 
want to remain. Aftermuch 
internal wrangling, Labour 
now says if it wins the elec¬ 
tion, it will negotiate a bet¬ 
ter Brexit divorce deal, 
then call a referendum 
that gives voters a choice 
between that deal and re- 
ma ining in the EU. The pa rty 
has not said which side it 
would support. 

'The prime minister wants 
you to believe that we're 
having this election be¬ 
cause Brexit is being 
blocked by an establish¬ 
ment elite," Corbyn said. 
"People aren't fooled so 


easily. They know the Con- 
servativesare the establish¬ 
ment elite." 

"La bourwill get Brexit sorted 
within six months We'll let 
the people decide wheth¬ 
er to leave with a sensible 
deal orremain,"he added. 
Corbyn shrugged off sug- 
gestionsthat he isdragging 
down the party's popular¬ 
ity. Critics say the 70-year- 
old socialist is wedded to 
archaic policies of nation¬ 
alization and high taxes, 
and accuse him of failing 
to stamp out anti-Semitism 
within the party. 

Johnson's critics bash the 
55-year-old for his long his¬ 
tory of misrepresentations 
and broken promises, and 
a string of offensive com¬ 
ments that he has tried to 
shrug off asjokes. 

"It's not about me," Cor¬ 
byn said Thursday. "It's not 
a presidential election. It is 
about each and everyone 
of us(candidates)." 

Many British voters are fed 
up as they face the third 
major electoral event in 
as many years, after the 
country's 2016 EU mem¬ 
bership referendum and 
a 2017 election called by 
J ohnson's predecessorlhe- 
resa May to try to strength¬ 
en herhand in negotiations 
with the EU. 

May's move was a spec¬ 
tacular miscalculation that 
cost the Conservative Party 
its majority in Parliament. 
She resigned after failing to 
get her Brexit deal passed 
by Parliament and J ohnson 
took power in J uly. 

More than three years after 
the Brexit referendum, Brexit 
positions have become en¬ 
trenched and the debate 
has soured, with lawmakers 
on all sides receiving regu¬ 
lar abuse online and in the 
streets. The toxic political 
atmosphere has prompted 
some long-time lawmakers 
to drop out of the race al¬ 
together, including Culture 
Secretary Nicky Morgan, a 
Conservative. "Overthe last 
couple of years, I have had 
to have a couple of peo¬ 
ple prosecuted for death 
threats," Morgan said. "I 
think there needs to be a 
wholesale culture change 
in the House of Commons 
We've gotto tackle thiscul- 
ture of abuse.'□ 
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WHh eyes on Catalonia, Spain campaigns for Nov. 10 election 


By ARTFZ PARRA 
Associated FYess 
MADRID (AP) — Hours be¬ 
fore the start of campaign¬ 
ing for Nov. 10 national 
elections, Spain's interim 
justice minister on Thurs¬ 
day urged partiesto refrain 
from exploiting tension in 
the country's restive Cata¬ 
lonia region to reap politi¬ 
cal benefits. 

Spanish parties "should be 
capable of not turning 
(Catalonia) into a partisan 
or electoral issue" and be 
"loyal to the state," Dolores 
Delgado told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview. 
She added that only ex¬ 
tremists would gain from 
furthertension. 

Spain's fourth general elec¬ 
tion since 2015 follows 
failed negotiations to form 
a government between 
the Socialists — who came 
first in the last, April 28 elec¬ 
tion — and the anti-aus¬ 
terity Podemos (We Can) 
party. 

Interim prime minister Pe¬ 
dro Sanchez, the Socialist 
leader, isahead in the polls 
but has lost steam as sup¬ 


port grows for the conser¬ 
vative opposition Popular 
Party and the surging Vox 
far-right party. 
Campaigning officially 
starts at midnight Thurs¬ 
day. It will only last 8 days 
after the electoral law 
was changed to avoid a 
splurge of funds in the case 
of a repeated ballot. 

The debate is expected to 
focuson Catalonia. 

The crisis over roughly half 
of the region's 5.5 million 
voters' desire to secede 
from Spain revived this 
month with protests — 
many marred by violence 
— overthe imprisonment of 
separatist leaders. 

The rioting, mostly in the 
northeastern region's capi¬ 
tal of Barcelona, left more 
than 600 people injured 
and police arrested dozens 
of protesters. 

The right-wing opposition 
has accused Sanchez of 
relying on the separatists' 
votesto gain office and are 
calling fora heavier hand 
to crush what they call a 
"coup d'etat" by Catalan 
separatists. 


Vox has gone one step fur¬ 
ther, calling for suspending 
the region's self-govern¬ 
ment and outlawing sepa¬ 
ratist parties 

In April, Vox became the 
first Spanish nationalist 
party to enter parliament 
in nearly four decades. Its 
leaderschose a town near 
Barcelona to hold their first 
campaign rally on Thursday 
evening. 

Sanchez's government has 
refused to talk to the re¬ 
gion's separatist leaders un¬ 
til they explicitly condemn 
the rioting and listen to 
Catalans who oppose se¬ 
cession. 

Delgado, the justice min¬ 
ister, said that by convict¬ 
ing the leaders of the 2017 
independence bid the 
country's top court dealt 
only with the part of the cri¬ 
sis where Catalan leaders 
used their power to "break 
the legal order." "But there 
is also a political problem. 
There is a problem of dia¬ 
logue. We must establish 
the norms for developing 
that dialogue to re-estab¬ 
lish coexistence" between 


UN keeps Darfur peacekeepers but 
hopes Ibrtheir departure 


Associated ness 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The Security Council has 
voted unanimously to keep 
the joint U.N.-African Union 
peacekeeping force in 
Darfur for another year in 
hopes the new civilian-led 
transitional government 
can restore peace, and the 
troopscan be replaced by 
civilians who focus on the 


c o untry's d e ve lo p me nt. 

The British and German- 
drafted resolution adopted 
Thursday asks Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres 
to provide a report to the 
council byj an. 31assessing 
the situation on the ground 
and the peace process, 
and outlining options for a 
follow-on mission. 

Britain's deputy ambas¬ 


sador J onathan Allen told 
the council the resolution 
respondsto a request from 
the new government 'to 
avoid any security vacuum 
in Darfur." 

He said it also sends "a 
clear message" to all 
armed groups to seize the 
opportunity to establish a 
comprehensive peace in 
DarfurO 



Supporters of right wing VOX patty hold Spanish flags during a 
speech oftheir leader Santiago Aba sc a I in a campaign tally in 
Barcelona, Spain, Thursday, Oct 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 


those in favor and those she said. "But with violence, 
against independence, that is impossible.'□ 
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Survivois say burning train took 20 minutes to stop, 74 dead 



Rescue workers look for survivors following a train damaged by a file in Liaquatpur, Pakistan, 
Ihuisday, Oct 31, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By ASM TANVEER 
Associated ness 
MULTAN, Pakistan (AP) — A 

raging fine swept through 
a train in Pakistan's eastern 
Punjab Province on Thurs¬ 
day killing 74 people and 
survivors said afterward it 
took nearly 20 minutes for 
the train to stop amid con¬ 
tradictory reports about 
the condition of the train's 
brakes. 

Three carriages were con¬ 
sumed by flamesfrom a fire 
caused by a cooking gas 
stove and dozens of peo¬ 
ple jumped in panic from 
the speeding train. 
Conductor Sadiue Ahmed 
Khan told The Associated 
Press the train's emergency 
breaking system wasin per¬ 
fect working order and the 
train stopped within three 
minutes after the first signs 
of fire. 

'This is the worst tragedy in 
my life asa driver," he said. 
Investigators said they will 
be looking at the train's 
braking system to deter¬ 
mine its condition at the 
time of the fire. Survivors 
recounted pulling at emer¬ 
gency cords that weave 
through the train to notify 
the conductor, but they 
said the train continued to 
speed down the tracks. 
Ghulam Abbas, a passen- 
gerwho had gotten on the 
tra in in the town of Na wa b- 


shah in neighboring Sindh 
Province with his wife and 
two children, echoed other 
passengenswho said it took 
nearly 20 minutes for the 
train to stop. He recousnt- 
ed watching panicked 
passengers jumping off the 
speeding locomotive. 

"We learned afterward that 
most of them had died," he 
said. 

Abbas'wife, Sulai Khan Bibi, 
said she was horrified what 
would happen to their two 
small children. 'We were so 
close to death, but Allah 


saved us," she said, clutch¬ 
ing the children. 

The train, which wastravel- 
ing from the southern Ara¬ 
bian Sea port city of Kara¬ 
chi to Rawalpindi, just 10 
kilo meters (6 miles) from the 
federal capital, was carry¬ 
ing 857 passengers. Most of 
the dead were members 
of Tableeqi-e-Jamaat, an 
organization of Islamic mis¬ 
sionaries. The fire was be¬ 
lieved to have started in 
their compartment. 

Mufti Wahab, a district 
chief of the Tableeqi-e- 


Jamaat, said as many as 
52 members of his organi¬ 
zation were "martyred be¬ 
cause of the fire." 

The fire apparently started 
after one of several small 
stoves brought on to the 
train by the the Tableeqi 
membersexploded, setting 
other gas cylinders used to 
fuel the stoves on fire, said 
Deputy Railways Commis¬ 
sioner] a mil Ahmed. 

Flames roared through the 
train engulfing three car¬ 
riages as it approached 
the town of Liaquatpur in 


Punjab. Survivors recount¬ 
ed horrific scenes of fel¬ 
low passengers screaming 
as they jumped through 
windows and off the train, 
flames billowing from the 
carriages. 

'We could hear people 
crying and screaming for 
help," said Chaudhry Shu- 
jaat, who had boarded the 
train just a few hours earlier 
with his wife and two chil¬ 
dren. "I thought we would 
die. The next car was on 
fire. We felt so helpless." 
Kaleem Ullah, an official 
with the district emergen¬ 
cy services, said of the 43 
people injured, 11 were still 
in critical condition. Sev¬ 
eral of them had jumped 
off the train — many to 
their deaths — after the 
fire broke out and before it 
eventually screeched to a 
halt, said Ahmed, the rail- 
waysoffic ial. 

In Pakistan, poor passen¬ 
gers often bring their own 
small gas stoves on the 
trains to cook their meals, 
despite rules to the con¬ 
trary, according to Rail¬ 
ways Minister Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed. Safety regulations 
are often ignored in the 
overcrowded trains. Rail¬ 
way official Shabir Ahmed 
said bodies of passengers 
were scattered over a 2 
kilometer- (1 mile-) wide 
area around the siteO 


Islamic State group announces successor to a I-Baghdadi 



This image released by the Department of Defense on Wednes¬ 
day, Oct 30,2019, and displayed ata Pentagon briefing, shows 
an image of Islamic State leader Abu Bakral-Baghdadi. 

Associated Ftess 


BEIRUT (AP) — The Islamic 
State group declared a 
new leader Thursday after 
it confirmed the death of its 
leader Abu Bakr al-Bagh- 


dadi days earlier in a U.S 
ra id in Syria. 

In its audio release by the 
IS central media arm, al- 
Furqan Foundation, a new 


spokesman for IS identifies 
the successor as Abu Ibra¬ 
him al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi 
— tracing his lineage, like 
al-Baghdadi, to the Proph¬ 
et Muhammad's Quraysh 
tribe. 

It provided no other details 
about al-Qurayshi and it 
was not immediately clear 
who the name wasin refer¬ 
ence to. The group typical¬ 
ly identifies its leaders using 
noms de guerre that refer 
to their tribal affiliation and 
lineage. Those namesoften 
change. 

The speaker in the audio 
also confirmed the death 
of Abu Hassan al-Muhajir, a 
close aide of al-Baghdadi 
and a spokesman for the 
group since 2016. 

Al-Muhajir was killed in a 
joint U.S. operation with 


Kurdish forces in J arablus in 
northern Syria on Sunday, 
hours after al-Baghdadi 
blew himself up during a 
U.S. raid in Syria's northwest¬ 
ern Id lib province. 

The killings were a double 
blow to the extremistgroup, 
nearly seven months after 
its te rrito ria I d efe a t in Syria. 
The new spokesman, 
named Abu Hamza al- 
Qurayshi, urged followers 
to pledge allegiance to 
the new "caliph" and ad¬ 
dressed the Americans, 
saying: "Don't rejoice." 

'The Shura Council met im¬ 
mediately after confirm¬ 
ing the martyrdom of Sheik 
Abu Bakral-Baghdadi. The 
leadersofthe Mujahedeen 
agreed after consultation 
with their brethren and act¬ 
ing according to the will (of 


al-Baghdadi) they pledged 
allegiance to Abu Ibrahim 
al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi as 
the new leader of the Be¬ 
lievers." 

The new IS leader is identi¬ 
fied as a scholar, a well- 
known warrior and "emir 
of war who has battled 
American forces and 
knows "its wars" 

"So don't rejoice America 
for the death of Sheik al- 
Baghdadi," the speaker 
said. "Don't you know 
America that the state (IS) 
today is at the doorstep 
of Europe and is in Central 
Africa? It is also expand¬ 
ing and remaining from 
east to west." The speaker 
was referencing the slogan 
IS used at the height of its 
successes: "Remaining and 
expand ing.'O 
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File nearly destroys historic Japanese castie 



Smoke and flames rise from burning Shuri Castie in Naha, Okinawa, southern Japan, Thursday, 
Oct 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARI YAM AG UC HI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — A fine broke 
out early "Thursday and 
spread quickly through 
historic Shuri Castle on Ja¬ 
pan's southern island of 
Okinawa, nearly destroy¬ 
ing the UNESCO World Heri¬ 
tage site. 

Firefighters battled the 
blaze for about 12 hours 
before bringing it under 
control in the afternoon. 

"The fire in Naha, the pre- 
fectural capital of Okina¬ 
wa, started from the cas¬ 
tle's main wooden struc¬ 
ture and quickly jumped 
to other buildings, in part 
because of windy weather. 
"Three large halls and four 
other structures burned 
down, a fire officiaI said. 

No one was injured. "The 
cause wasnot immediately 
known. 

An annual weeklong castle 
festival that began Sunday 
was to run for a week but 
the remaining events were 
canceled. Event organiz- 
erswere preparing the next 
day's events at the castle 
until after midnight, but no 
one was there when the 
fire broke out, offic ia Is sa id. 


Video on NHK public tele¬ 
vision showed parts of the 
castle engulfed in orange 
flames, then turning into 
a charred skeleton and 
collapsing to the ground. 
Many residents watched 
from a hillside road and qui¬ 
etly took photosto capture 
what was left of the castle 
before it was largely lost. 
Some people were crying. 

"I feel as if we have lost our 
symbol," said Naha Mayor 


Mikiko Shiroma, who led 
an emergency response 
team. "I'm shocked." 
Okinawa Gov. Denny Ta¬ 
ma ki cut short a trip to 
South Korea to return to 
Naha. "My heart is bro¬ 
ken," he said. "But I also 
feel strongly that we must 
reconstruct Shuri Castle, a 
symbol of the Ryukyu King¬ 
dom filled with our history 
and culture." 

"The castle is a symbol of 


Okinawa's cultural heritage 
from the time of the Ryukyu 
Kingdom that spanned 
about 450 years from 1429 
until 1879, when the island 
wasannexed byjapan. 

It is also a symbol of Oki¬ 
nawa's struggle and ef¬ 
forts to recover from World 
War II. "The castle burned 
down in 1945 during the 
Battle of Okinawa near the 
war's end, in which about 
200,000 lives were lost on 


the island, many of them 
c ivilia ns. 

"The castle was largely re¬ 
stored in 1992 asa national 
parkand wasdesignated a 
UN ESC O Wo rid He rita g e site 
in 2000aspartofa group of 
ancient ruins, castles and 
sacred sites that "provide 
mute testimony to the rare 
survival of an ancient form 
of religion into the modem 
age." 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga told report¬ 
ers thatthe central govern¬ 
ment will do its utmost to 
reconstruct the castle. 

"The government dis¬ 
patched officials from the 
Agency for Cultural Affairs 
and other government or¬ 
ganizations to join efforts 
to investigate the cause of 
the fire and study ways to 
protect other historical sites 
from disasters, Suga said. 
Tokyo University of Science 
Professor Ai Sekizawa, an 
expert on fire prevention, 
told NHK that the exten¬ 
sive damage occurred 
because the fire broke out 
in the middle of the night 
when nobody wasaround, 
delaying the initial firefight¬ 
ing effort. □ 


India, Naga rebels hold 
peace talks* but no 
agreement signed 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India's 
government and Naga 
rebel groups held talks 
"Thursday on ending 70 
years of armed insurrection 
in the country's troubled 
northeast, but did not sign 
a widely expected peace 
agreement. 

Nagaland state's top 
elected official, Neiphiu 
Rio, said in a tweet that a 
breakthrough had been 
achieved in the talks in 
New Delhi, but gave no 
details 

He described the develop¬ 
ment as a "great joy for all 
Nagas and the nation as 
a whole," and said peace 
would pave the way for 
genuine progress and na¬ 
tion-building. 

A home ministry statement, 
however, referred to anxi¬ 
ety among some groups 


about an agreement and 
said all stakeholders would 
be consulted and their 
concerns taken into ac¬ 
count before any settle¬ 
ment is reached. 

It did not elaborate or say 
whether the government 
had accepted a conten- 
tiousdemand byone Naga 
faction fora separate flag 
and constitution. 

A seven-member umbrella 
group of rebels, the Naga 
National Political Group, 
also participated in "Thurs¬ 
day's talks 

Indian media reports said 
government negotiators 
had set Oct. 31 asa dead¬ 
line for concluding the 
talks. 

"The Naga insurrection be¬ 
gan in the mid-1950s with 
rebel leaders seeking an 
independent homeland.□ 
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Peruvian loggers c haiged in Amazon deaths 



In this March 17,2015 file photo, Ashaninka Indian men, identified by locals as illegal loggers, tie 
tree trunks together to move them along the Putaya River near the hamlet of Saweto, Peru. 

Associated Press 


By FRANKLIN BRICENO 
Associated Press 
UMA, Peru (AP) — Authori¬ 
ties in Peru have changed 
five men in the timber in¬ 
dustry with the 2014 mur¬ 
ders of four indigenous ac¬ 
tivists who had battled ille¬ 
gal logging in the Amazon 
jungle. 

Two timber executives and 
three loggers have been 
charged with the shoot¬ 
ing deaths of the activists, 
prosecutor Otoniel Jara, 
who works in Peru's remote 
Ucayali region, told "The As¬ 
sociated Press on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Environmentalists say the 
case is unprecedented in 
Peru, where yea rs of illega I 
logging and, on occasion, 
suspected attacks by those 
carrying it out have often 
been met with an ineffec¬ 
tual response from authori¬ 
ties. 

'We hope that the legacy 
of the victims of this mas¬ 
sacre can lead to justice," 
sa id To m Bewic k, of Ra info r- 
est Foundation US, a group 


that funded efforts to bring 
the alleged killers to justice. 
Bewick said he hoped the 
case will "set an example 
for other indigenous en¬ 
vironmental defenders 
acrossthe world." 


The indigenous group's 
leader, Edwin Chota, along 
withj onge Rios Perez, Leon- 
cio Quinticima, and Fran¬ 
cisco Pinedo, were found 
dead on Sept. 1, 2014. 
Authorities say the men 


were killed with shotgun 
blastsinthe UpperTamaya- 
Saweto Asha ninka indig¬ 
enous territory along Peru's 
borderwith Brazil. 

The activists had defended 
the forests, travelling by ca¬ 


noe for three days to the 
regional capital city, Pu- 
callpa, to file complaints 
and urge forestry officials 
to take action. They urged 
prosecutors to stop illegal 
logging, presenting photos 
and sketchesthey made of 
destruction they found. 
Prosecutors say the five 
suspects could face up to 
35 years in jail if convicted. 
Timber executives J ose Es¬ 
trada and Hugo Soria are 
accused of ordering the 
killings, which were alleg¬ 
edly earned out by loggers 
Eurico Mapes,JosimarAta- 
chi and Segundo Atachi. 
The Associated Press was 
not immediately able to 
reach the suspects or their 
a tto meys fo r c o m me nt. 
During the five-year investi¬ 
gation, the men have pub¬ 
licly denied the charges 
They remain free and are 
believed to be living in the 
remote jungles of Peru. 
Jara, the prosecutor, said 
prosecutors who were as¬ 
signed to the case before 
him had abandoned it. □ 


AP Exclusive: Peruvian loggers charged in Amazon deaths 


UMA, Peru (AP) — Authori¬ 
ties in Peru have charged 
five men in the timber in¬ 
dustry with the 2014 mur¬ 
ders of four indigenous ac¬ 
tivists who had battled ille¬ 
gal logging in the Amazon 
jungle. 

Two timber executives and 
three loggers have been 
charged with the shoot¬ 
ing deaths of the activists, 
prosecutor Otoniel Jara, 
who works in Peru's remote 
Ucayali region, told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Environmentalists say the 
case is unprecedented in 
Peru, where yea rs of illega I 
logging and, on occasion, 
suspected attacks by those 
carrying it out have often 
been met with an ineffec¬ 
tual response from authori¬ 
ties. 

'We hope that the legacy 
of the victims of this mas¬ 
sacre can lead to justice," 
sa id To m Bewic k, of Ra info r- 
est Foundation US, a group 
that funded efforts to bring 
the alleged killers to justice. 
Bewick said he hoped the 



case will "set an example 
for other indigenous en¬ 
vironmental defenders 
acrossthe world." 

The indigenous group's 
leader, Edwin Chota, along 
withj orge Ribs Perez, Leon- 
cio Quinticima, and Fran¬ 
cisco Pinedo, were found 
dead on Sept. 1, 2014. 
Authorities say the men 
were killed with shotgun 


blasts in the UpperTamaya- 
Saweto Asha ninka indig¬ 
enous territory along Peru's 
borderwith Brazil. 

The activists had defended 
the forests, travelling by ca¬ 
noe for three days to the 
regional capital city, Pu- 
callpa, to file complaints 
and urge forestry officials 
to take action. They urged 
prosecutors to stop illegal 


logging, presenting photos 
and sketchestheymadeof 
destruction they found. 
Prosecutors say the five 
suspects could face up to 
35 years in jail if convicted. 
Timber executives J ose Es¬ 
trada and Hugo Soria are 
accused of ordering the 
killings, which were alleg¬ 
edly carried out by loggers 
Eurico Mapes,JosimarAta¬ 


chi and Segundo Atachi. 
The Associated Press was 
not immediately able to 
reach the suspects or their 
a tto meys fo r c o m me nt. 
During the five-year investi¬ 
gation, the men have pub¬ 
licly denied the charges 
They remain free and are 
believed to be living in the 
remote jungles of Peru. 
Jara, the prosecutor, said 
prosecutors who were as¬ 
signed to the case before 
him had abandoned it. 

Jara said the three log¬ 
gers had been in the area 
where the bodies were 
found, while the two busi¬ 
nessmen had lost revenue 
after the indigenous activ¬ 
ists accused them of illegal 
logging. 

On one occasion, Estrada, 
one of the timber execu¬ 
tives, allegedly referred to 
Chota, telling witnesses: "I'll 
pay whatever... I want his 
head,"according to docu- 
mentsfiled by prosecutors. 
The bodies of Chota and 
Quintisima were found, 
while those of Rios and 
Pinedo are still missing.□ 
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Home of Evolving Young Profession 

www.ua.aw 




Unloc k UR lull potential at University of Aruba! 



Our True Essence 



ORANJ ES1AD — There is only one reason why peace or 
joy is elusive or seeming difficult to find and that is be¬ 
cause you already are it. One can neverfind something 
thatthey already are, one can only be it. How doesone 
know this to be true? We tend to push away negative or 
unpleasant experiences, we do so only because we are 
peace and joy in essence and anything not resonating 
with thisispushed away ornot welcomed.Q 


Suresh Mirchumal is a spiritual writer. "Well, you can 
categorize it like that although I dont call myself one. 
These thoughts come in effortlessly." His aim is in a way to 
reac h out to whoever gets inspired or has an eye opening 
event within them that may transcend their current state of 
consciousness. "Or lets say current emotional state too. If 
one in a thousand benefits, that is already great" Due to 
the current world state, lots of struggles and stresses, we 
seem to lose touch with that inner peace that we long 
for, Suresh explains. "I wish to ease that through these 
small articles or tidbits." You will find his tidbits in Aruba 
Ibday, like a sunray of the day. If you wish to make 
use of Suiesh his services like meditation or just a talk, 
please email to: Thedimensfonofsilence(§gmail.com. 


ORANJ ES1AD — The University of Aruba 
cordially invites you to find a path for a 
brighter future. At our open house you'll 
have a chance to find yourself in one of 
our diverse Faculties. From there, you'll 
disc over what it will take to getyou where 
you want to be in life. Our lecturers, advi¬ 
sors and student leaders will be on site to 
answer all of your questions and give you 
a glimpse into the world of higher educa¬ 
tion. We offer flexible schedules with re¬ 
spect to students who work and pride our¬ 
selves on providing an exceptional edu¬ 
cation for everyone. Come and see what 
UAcando forU! 


Where: The University of Aruba's Open 
House 

When: Saturday, November 9th from 9:30 
-13:00 

Who: YOU! 

It's never too late to begin a whole new 
life, you just have to start moving in the 
rig ht direction. 

Come see what #UAchieve at #UA.Q 


lgsmiths.com 



As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, LG- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience, elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything" mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 



The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 
Located in Oranjestad, next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 
Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195. 






























EAGLE BEACH, Aruba - October 23, 2019 - TripAdvisor®, the woitd's largest travel 
platform, just announced the recipient of its annual Travelers' Choice® Awards for 
Restaurants with Elements restaurant at Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort being named a 
winner. Aruba's sole awardee is honored to be among the lop 10 Best Fine Dining 
Restaurants in the Caribbean. 

Ihisyear, the a wards recognize 584 total restaurants glob ally. Based on a full yearof 
TripAdvisor reviews, these restaurants we re consistently given high ratingsand praise 
by diners worldwide. TripAdvisor houses more than 795 million reviews and opinions 
of 8.4 million accommodations, restaurants, experiences, airlines and cruises The 
Travelers' Choice Award is the highest honorTripAdvisor bestows. It isonly awarded 
to the best of the best, based on service, quality and customer satisfaction. 



Elements Hailed a slop 10 Restaurant 
in the Caribbean by TripAdvisor® 

Fine Dining Restaurant is 
Aruba's only 2019 Travelers' 
Choice Award® Winner 



"Diners rely on candid reviewsand guidance from other TripAdvisor users to discov¬ 
er restaurants of all types, from local hidden gems to famous restaurants a II over the 
world," said Bertrand J elensperger, seniorvice president for TripAdvisor Restaurants 



Travel Tips 


£ ieropu&rto Inlemadonal 

Reina Beatrix 



1 . When checking-in, you will always need your valid passport, along with your ticket, 
e-ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries; a Visa is also required. 

2. For all US-bou nd d e pa rtu res, check- in th ree hou rs before you r sth edul ed departure 
time. 

J. For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations* main 
security screening* shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service. 

4. For all Non US departures* check-In may vary between airlines and destinations; 
always consult your airline for more Information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on* there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry in your carry-on luggage- Always check with your airline on IlmitationsH 

7 . Always check the weight Iimit of your baggagei excess weight may result In penalty 
fees. 

S. Always label your bag s and su i tea ses with your na me, ad dress and ph one n umber. 

9. Always leave all carry-on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not cause delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal Items In your carry-on luggage 
until you dear security,This will help speed up the process. 

11. Remove show at checkpoint and place in fray for x-ray machine screening, 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x ■ ray screen!ng. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-ln baggage. When traveling to 
t he US, you have to com ply with the rules a nd regulations of the IT.S. Depa rtment of 
Agriculture. More Information htt ps://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint streener to 
Inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process. 

16. Take note of inadmissible items such as sharp objects, sporting goods, guns and 
firearms, martial arts and self-defense items, tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 


Poised on the white sands of fanned Eagle Beach, Ele¬ 
ments restaurant is renowned for its elegant dining en¬ 
vironment with a "View to Dine For." Director of Food & 
Beverage and Chef Marc Giesbers presents an interna¬ 
tional menu inspired by quality meats, fresh seafood, lo¬ 
cally grown vegetablesand foraged flavors from around 
the world. Wines from the finest vineyards and celebra¬ 
tory Champagne rank among the highlights of the res¬ 
taurant's award-winning offerings. As an extension of 
Bucuti & Tara's commitment to wellness, Elements offers 
both an atmosphere and menu encompassing Aruba's 
beauty and local ingredients, including lionfish ceviche, 
and farm-to-table greensand vegetables. Its creative, 
popular vegan and vegetarian menu has also received 
critical acclaim and gluten-free options are freshly cre¬ 
ated and sourced. 

Elated from winning the Wine Spectator's Award of Excel¬ 
lence eariierthisyearaswell asthe USA Today 10 Best res¬ 
taurants in Aruba, Bucuti associates are celebrating this 
latest recognition with great pride. 

"We are honored to receive this prestigious 2019 TripAd¬ 
visor Travelers' Choice Award for Fine Dining. Our pas¬ 
sionate F&B director and his hard-working team made 
this possible," saysEwald Biemans, owner/CEO of Bucuti 
&Tara Beach Resort. "We aspire to provide an excellent 
dining experience for our guests and are grateful to rep¬ 
resent Aruba on this highly respected list of winners." 

To make reservations, visit ElementsAruba.com.Q 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 






CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
563.5000 I CQsmoalhombra.com 


Play RMparHiH?. ViUl www,(pmfcliiHrMnyfliM&.arg, if fan ar wnitone yu know hn a gambling pi ob4m. 


We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table game players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts E BaskirvRobbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TQF Twist of Plovers I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lob 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Avuba Island Takeover Concert 

UB40ftAli Campbell & Astro and Others 


ORANJ ES1AD—After much anticipation the 
2nd Island Takeover Festival takes place 
tonight a The Harbor Arena downtown 
Aruba. The festival started on Wednesday 
with the Afeech conference and continues 
tonight with the main conceit night The 
line-up will consist of legendary reggae 
band UB 40ft AM Campbell and Astro cel¬ 
ebrating their 40th anniversary. From Red 
Red Wne to Can't help tailing in love, fans 
will be singing their hearts out their music 
selection. Also, the concert will have latin 
sensations Sech, Lunay, Alex Sensation, 
Dimelo How & Chris Jeday. These artists 
have the biggest hits in reggaeton at the 


moment and will give an extraordinary 
performance. The doors open at7 pm and 
the concert ends at approximately 1.30 
am. Besides the main conceit the festival 
continues on Saturday and Sunday. If you 
purchase a vip ticket; you aie able to at¬ 
tend all of the events. 

Tickets are still available at Gas Stations 
Citgo Boulevard, Citgo Essoville, Citgo 
Palm Beach, Superfood, Fun Miles, Craft 
and online atwww.islandtakeover.com. 

Starting at noon on Saturday, EF and Par- 
tai will host the famous Pool Party at the 




Renaissance Hotel Pool 
Deck with DJ s like Roberto 
Surace, April Love, Vainc, 
J ean Perez and more. The 
pool party is accessible to 
people who have VIP or 
Table tickets. 

At nig ht Pa Im Bea c h lits up 
with the Block Party at The 
Village Mall located in front 
of The Hilton Hotel. Earlier in 
the evening at the Marriott 
Resort there will be "Chef's 
Takeover Pop Up. Here in¬ 
ternational chefs from Peru, 
Argentina, Aruba and Ven¬ 
ezuela, will take over the 
lobbyforan incredible culi¬ 
nary nig ht. C losing the festi- 
val on Sunday, Pelican Pier 
at The Holiday Inn will be 
the backdrop. 


Island Takeover is a made 
possible by The Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority, Aruba Trad¬ 
ing Company and SETAR 
NV assponsorsand a thank 
you to Marriott Hotel, The 
Ritz Carlton, Holiday Inn, 
The Mill Resorts, Hyatt Re¬ 
gency Hotel, Aruba Renais¬ 
sance Hotel, 

Divi Resorts, Barcelo , Eagle 
Resort, Atech, Funmiles, EF, 
Elite Productions and Ami¬ 
go Car Renta !.□ 

For more information you 
can visit www.islandtake- 
over.com or https://www. 
facebook.com/islandtake- 
over/ 
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Eagle Aruba Casino and Double Down Sports bar&Grill: 

The place to be fbrthis Saturday's UPC event 



EAGLE BEACH— We have the main 
event Diaz vs Ma^/idal and among 
otheis on the underrand Ario- 
vski vs Rozenstruik. Nice to know: 
Rozensbuik alias Bigy Boy from 
Surinam fighting in UPC 244 trains 
in Aruba with our local champion 
Gregory Milliard. Ihe UPC event 
can be seen on 34 HDMI TV's, 6 
Giant Screens and heard through 
a surround sound system in a fully 
air-conditioned comfortable bar. 
Where? Eagle Casino and Double 
Down Sports Bar&Grill of course. 

UPC 244 Combatants 

Diaz vs Masvidal (Main Event) 

Nate Diaz came back out of your 
three-year-long lay-off in vogue 
in UFC 241 at Anaheim. Diaz set 
it upon Anthony Pettis at the co- 
main occasion in the Honda mid¬ 
dle in route to a unanimous con¬ 
clusion triumph. The audience was 
deafening for Diaz all day along 
with also his reunite had been affir¬ 
mation he could be among those 
UFC's most significant celebrities. 
Along with also, the pleasure didn't 
stop with all this struggle. From the 
post-fight job interview, Diaz pre¬ 
dicted his shooter to get his sec¬ 


ond struggle. When he receives his 
manner, J orge Masvidal continues 
adjacent. And there isn't really an 
enticing struggle from the welter- 
weightbranch compared to battle 
involving Diaz and also Masvidal. 
Following 15 years since a special- 
istwith many conclusions in hisown 
album, Masvidal (34-13) eventually 
located himself first rapping out 
Jake Ellenberger along with Don¬ 
ald Cerrone after which very not 
exactly out-grappling Brazilian jiu- 
jitsu geniusDemian Maia. Following 
shedding to striker Step hen Thomp¬ 
son, Masvidal accomplished his 
transformation by journeyman to 
su p e r-sta r th is p a st ye a r. 

Kelvin Gastelum vs Darien Till 

Everybody else believed he had 
been also modestorwaytoo huge, 
as well out of form, overly un-moti- 
vated, overly demanding from the 
re leva nt skills essentia I to a llow it to 
be for being a UFC fighter. He had 
been attracted together gradu¬ 
ally by UFC matchmakers, which 
left him to struggle 14 days before 
committing him an opportunity a 
title. Darren indefinitely does not 
rely on choosing an effortless route 
together along with his struggle 


livelihood, which explains the rea¬ 
son he hunted Kelvin Gastelum ir¬ 
respective of protests out of UFC 
president Dana White. 

UPC 244's Andrei Ariovski vs. jairz- 
inho BIGY BOY Rozensbuik 

Jairzinho Bigi Boy Rozenstruik look¬ 
ing to climb rankings, open to Fran- 
cisNgannou fight. 

The Surinamese heavyweight 
made quite the impression in his last 
outing who knocked Allen Crowder 
out cold in just nine seconds when 
they met at UFC Greenville back 
in J une. It was the second-fastest 
knockout in heavyweight history. 
That followed a TKO win overju- 
nior Albini earlierin the yearas"Bigi 
Boy" is 2-0 in the UFC a swell as 8-0 
as a professional. 

Bigy Boy Rozenstruik now faces 
former heavyweight champion 
Andrei Ariovski at UFC 244 on No¬ 
vember 2 and is looking to make 
yet another impression — this 
time, against someone he used to 
watch back in the day and in his 
comer he will have Aruba's own 
a very accomplished local cham¬ 
pion Gregory The Assassin Milliard 
who isAruba SpartacusMMA head 
pro-am trainer and primary advo¬ 
cate for Spa rtacus fighters when it 
comes to matchmaking with pro¬ 
motions. 

Should BIGY BOY defeat Ariovski, 
the unbeaten heavyweight could 
potentially get a ranked opponent 
next. However, he doesn't have 
a ny na me in mind — he just wa nts 
anyone he can get as per his cor¬ 
nerman Gregory Milliard. 



Main Caid and (Selims details 

Jorge Masvidal (34-13) vs. Nate 
Diaz(20-11) at 10PM 
Derrick Lewis(21-7, INC) vs. Blagoy 
Ivanov (18-2, INC) 

Corey Anderson (12-4) vs Johnny 
Walker (17-3) 

Katlyn Chookagian (12-2) vs Jen¬ 
nifer Maia (17-5-1) 

Ed men Shahbazyan (10-0) vs. Brad 
Tavares (17-5) 

Kelvin Gastelum (15-4, INC) vs. 
Darren Till (17-2-1) 

Lyman Good (20-5, INC) vs. 
Chance Rencountre (14-3) 

Stephen Thompson (14-4-1) vs Vi¬ 
cente Luque (17-6-1) 

Julio Ance (16-3) vs Hakeem Da- 
wodu (10-1-1) 

Andrei Ariovski (28-18, 2NC) vs. 
J airzinho Rozensbuik (8-0) at6PM 

Shane Burgos (12-1) vs Malwan 
Amirkhani (15-3) 

Kevin Lee (17-5) vs. Gregor Gil¬ 
lespie (13-0)Q 


Eagle Aruba Resort&Casino 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. #248 • Eagle 
Beach, Aiuba 
Direct: +297-527-9110 • 

Hotel: +297-587-9000 
Website: www.eagleatuba.com 


Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba! 



PALM BEACH — Recently, Maiouska 
Heyliger of the aiuba Tourism Authority 
had the pleasure in honoring loyal visi¬ 
tors of Aiuba as Goodwill Ambassadois. 
The honorary title which is presented on 
behalf of the minister of Tourism is a way 
to say "Masha Danki" for continuously 
choosing Aiuba as a favorite vacation 
destination. 

John and Louise Tilton from New Hamp¬ 
shire were recently honored as Goodwill 
Ambassadors. The lovely couple have 
been coming to the island for20consec¬ 
utive visits. 

Heyliger representing the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority conducted the ceremony 
which washeld atthe Aruba Marriott Re¬ 
sort & StellarisCasino. 

The Tilton's love coming back to Aruba 
for the friendly people, safety of the is¬ 
land and forrelaxation. □ 
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Toronto FC midfielder Nick 
DeLeon, left celebrates after 
scoring a goal in the second 
half of the team's MLS soc¬ 
cer Eastern Conference final 
against the Atlanta United on 
Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019 in 
Atlanta. Tononto won 2-1 and 
advances to the MLS Cup ti¬ 
tle match against the Seattle 
Sounders. 

Associated Press 

Road Warriors: 
Toronto 
headsto 
MLSCup, 
wins 2-1 
atAtlanta 

ATLANTA (AP) — Toronto 
FC has turned into the 
Road Warriors in the MLS 
playoffs. 

One more victory in a 
tough environment will 
bring home the champion¬ 
ship. 

Nick DeLeon scored the 
tiebreaking goal in the 
78th minute, Quentin West- 
berg swatted away a pen¬ 
alty kick and Toronto ad¬ 
vanced to the MLS Cup 
title game with a 2-1 vic¬ 
tory overdefending cham¬ 
pion Atlanta United in the 
Eastern Conference final 
Wednesday night. 

Next up: A trip to Seattle to 
face the Sounderson Nov. 
10 . 

'We're not intimidated at 
all,"said Nick DeLeon, who 
came off the bench early 
in the second half and 
came through with the 
shot of his life. 

Continued on Rage 23 
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Washington Nationals manager Dave Martinez celebrates after Game 7 of the baseball World Series against the Houston Astros 
Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019, in Houston. The Nationals won 6-2 to win the series. 

Associated Press 
Rages 19-20 
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Nadal beatsWawrinka again to teach Paris Masteisquarteis 



Serbia's Novak Djokovic leactsaflerhe defeats Britain's Kyle Ed¬ 
mund 7-6, 6-1 during the 3id round match of the Raris Masters 
tennis tournament in Raris, France, Thursday, Oct 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 


PARIS(AP) — Rafael Nadal 
beat Stan Wawrinka forthe 
19th time in 22 meetings, 
winning 6-4, 6-4 Thursday 
to reach the Paris Masters 
quarterfinals. 

The two players share 22 
Grand Slams, butNadalhas 
19ofthem and once again 
established a stranglehold 
on his Swiss opponent. 
Wawrinka's blistering one- 
handed backhand was as 
erratic as it was occasion¬ 
ally superb, but Nadal was 
almost always in control. 
"My serve worked well and 
the volley too," Nadal said. 
"I went to the net a couple 
of times, serve and volley." 
The second-ranked Span¬ 
iard was briefly troubled 
in the first set, saving one 
break point in the second 
game and another in the 
eighth, and then needed 
some brief medical assis¬ 
tance in the second set for 
a stomach problem. 
"Nothing important, hon¬ 
estly," Nadal said, brushing 
awayany health concerns 
"During the match I was 
(asking) a little bit if just the 
doctor can give me some¬ 


thing to feel a little bit bet¬ 
ter." 

Nadal next faces 2008 
champion J o-Wilfried Tson- 
ga ashe chasesa first Paris 
title, which would guaran¬ 
tee him the year-end No.l 
ranking forthe fifth time. 
Tsonga saved two match 
points in a grueling 2-6, 6-4, 
7-6 (6) win against big-hit- 
ting German Jan-Lennard 
Struff. 

Nadal leads Tsonga 9-4 in 
their career meetings, with 


Tsonga's first win coming in 
the semifinals of the 2008 
Australian Open — which 
remains the only majorfinal 
he's reached. He lost it to 
Novak Djokovic, who has 
since added 15 more ma¬ 
jor titles to join Nadal and 
20-time G ra nd Sla m c ha m- 
pion Roger Federer as the 
game's modem greats. 

The top-ranked Serb is 
seeking a re cord-tying sixth 
year-end finish with the top 
ranking, and remains on 


course to meet Nadal in the 
final at Bercy Arena. Earlier, 
the four-time Paris Masters 
champion looked closer to 
his best level, reaching the 
last eight with a 7-6 (7), 6-1 
win against Kyle Edmund. 
After needing seven set 
points to clinch the first set, 
he reeled off six straight 
gamesin the second,finish¬ 
ing it off by breaking his Brit¬ 
ish opponent to love with 
a two-handed backhand 
winnerinto the left comer. 
He turned q uic kly to g ive his 
box a look of steely deter¬ 
mination and former Wim¬ 
bledon champion Goran 
Ivanisevic — who joined 
his coaching team at this 
year's Wimbledon — stood 
to applaud him. 

"It was because my coach 
told me I don't have a great 
return. So finishing off with 
a return winner, I kind of 
gave him a look. No I'm jok¬ 
ing," said Djokovic, who is 
widely considered among 
the game's greatest ever 
returners. 

He served well, too, win¬ 
ning 89 percent of first serve 
pointswon and conceding 


no break points. He then 
peaked with three crisp 
winners in the last game, 
including another two- 
handed backhand and a 
pinpoint forehand. 

"It is great to finish the 
match in style and to feel 
the way I felt in the second 
set," Djokovic said. "I have 
not played my best yester¬ 
day, so of course I was hop¬ 
ing I can do as well as I did 
in second set. The look was 
about that." 

His voice still croaky, 
Djokovic addressed the 
crowd in his fast-improving 
French after the game. 
He told them in measured 
tones that he still felt a bit 
unwell, having labored at 
times against the unseed¬ 
ed Corentin Moutet in the 
second round. 

He next faces seventh- 
seeded Greek player Ste¬ 
fa nos Tsitsipas, who had 
11 aces in a 6-3, 6-4 win 
againstAlexde Minaurand 
holds a 2-1 record against 
Djokovic — including ear¬ 
lier this month in the quar¬ 
terfinals of the Shanghai 
MastersO 


lop-ianked Barty advances to semifinals at W1A Finals 



Ashleigh Barty of Australia hits a return shot against Petra Kvi- 
tova of the Czech Republic during the WIA finals Tennis Tourna¬ 
ment at the Shenzhen Bay Sports Center in Shenzhen, China's 
Guangdong province, Thursday, Oct 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SANDRA HARWTTT 
Associated Aess 
SHENZHEN, China (AP) 

— Top-ranked Ash Barty 
reached the semifinals in 
her debut appearance at 
the WTA Finals, beating Pe¬ 
tra Kvitova 6-4, 6-2Thursday 
to finish with a 2-1 record in 
the Red Group. 

Barty, the first Australian 
woman to earn year-end 
No. 1 ranking, won her first 
Grand Slam trophy at the 
French Open in June and 
then reached the top of 
the rankings. 

"I feel like I executed really 
well tonight," Barty said on 
court. 'Overall, I knew I had 
to come out here and play 
aggressively, and play to 
win. 

"I'm really excited to have 
another chance to come 
out and play here on this 
beautiful court." 

Belinda Bencic joined Bar¬ 
ty in the semifinals after 
Kiki Bertens retired in their 
match with the Swiss player 
leading 7-5,1-0. 

Bencic, like Barty, is making 


her WTA Finals singles de¬ 
but. 

"It's pretty amazing, espe¬ 
cially (because) I made it@ 
the last minute," said Ben¬ 
cic, the last to qualify for 
the eight-player field. "I'm 
through the group (even 
though) I lost the first match 
here." 

Barty will next play either 
Karolina Pliskova or Simo¬ 
na Halep in the semifinals, 
while Bencic will face de¬ 
fending champion Elina 
Svitolina. 

Barty saved all four break 
points she faced in the first 
set and broke Kvitova's 
serve in the fifth game. The 
Czech playerposted 20 un¬ 
forced errors in the open¬ 
ing set. 

In the first game of the sec¬ 
ond set, Barty broke Kvito¬ 
va's serve on herthird break 
point and quickly jumped 
out to a 4-0 lead. 

Kvitova, who won the 
season-ending title in her 
debut in 2011, finished the 
round robin 0-3 forthe sec¬ 
ond consecutive year. 


'When it came to the de¬ 
ciding points, she always 
played better than me," 
Kvitova said. "I think the 
serve didn't help me at all 
today." 

Bertensentered the tourna¬ 
ment as an alternate after 
Naomi Osaka withdrew on 
Tuesday with a right shoul¬ 
der injury. 

The Dutchwoman, who 


would have moved onto 
the semifinals if she had 
beaten Bencic in the 
match, had herblood pres¬ 
sure taken on the court. 
She wasteary-eyed when 
she decided to stop. 

"I didn't feel well on court," 
Bertens said. "I had some 
problemswith my stomach. 
The energy was not there 
and I wasa little bit dizzy. It 


was just too much to con¬ 
tinue." 

Also Thursday, Bianca An- 
dreescu withdrew from the 
tournament with a left knee 
injury. She will be replaced 
by Sofia Kenin forthe final 
round robin match on Fri¬ 
da y a g a inst Svito lina. 

"I had a scan Thursday to 
check my knee after last 
night's match, and unfor¬ 
tunately the results show 
that I need to withdraw," 
Andreescu said. "I'm very 
disappointed to not be 
able to finish the year on 
my terms, but I am hopeful 
I will have more chancesto 
play here in the future." 
Kenin, who was guaran¬ 
teed $125,000 as an alter¬ 
nate, will now earn at least 
$165,000 as a participant. If 
she winshermatch against 
Svitolina, she will earn an 
additional $305,000. 

Prior to Kenin's inclusion, it 
was the first women's year- 
end final in the 49-year his¬ 
tory of the tournament not 
to feature an American in 
either singles or doublesQ 
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Hinc h: "I'll have to live with" bullpen dec ision in Game 7 


By KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports VUHter 
HOUSTON (AP) - Astros 
managerAJ Hinch had op¬ 
tions. 

"There was Sck Greinke, a 
veteran ace showing his 
first signs of fatigue. Out in 
the bullpen, GerritCole was 
watching. And of course, 
Will Ha rris wa s wa rrning. 
What came next, Hinch will 
contemplate foryears. 

"It's a decision I'll have to 
live with,"he said. 

After Greinke allowed a 
homer to Anthony Rendon 
and walked Juan Soto, 
Hinch handed a 2-1 lead 
to Harris in the seventh in¬ 
ning of World Series Game 
7. On Harris' second pitch, 
Howie Kendrick drove a 
two-run, go-ahead homer 
off the right field foul pole 
screen — a haymaker that 
stunned Houston in a 6-2 
defeat that cost them the 
chance at a second title in 
two yea rs. 

"It's every relievefs night¬ 
mare that I get a chance 
to live," Ha rris said, his eyes 
red-rimmed from the emo¬ 
tional ending. 

Greinke, the 2009 AL Cy 
Young Award winner who 
joined the Astros from Ari¬ 
zona at the trade dead¬ 
line, had looked strong 
all night. He threw only 80 
pitches, was just starting his 
third turn through the order, 
and Rendon's homer was 
just his second hit allowed. 
He played superb defense, 
too. 

And yet, out came Hinch. 
'We asked him to do more 
today than he had done, 
and pitched deeper into 
the game more than he 
had done in the entire 
month of October," Hinch 
said. "I wanted to take him 
out a bat ortwo early rath- 
erthan a batortwo late." 
"That wasonly ha If the deci¬ 
sion that went so wrong. 
Hinch could have turned to 
Cole, a Cy Young Award 
contenderwho won Game 
5 on Sunday. Ready to go 
on short rest, he was warm¬ 
ing up earlier in the game 
but had cooled off by the 
seventh. He only left the 
bullpen afterthe final out. 

"I wasn't going to pitch him 
unlesswe were going to win 
the World Series and have 
a lea d," Hinc h sa id. "He wa s 


going to help us win. He 
was available, and I felt it 
was a game that he was 
going to come in had we 
tied itortakenthe lead." 
Harris was Hinch's man for 
that seventh-inning spot. 
It's not hard to see why. 
"The right-hander had been 
steady in the late innings a II 
season, posting a 1.50 ERA 
in the regular season. And 
Hinch liked the matchups 
with Harris facing Kendrick 
and Asdrubal Cabrera — 
right-handed hitters who 
figured to struggle with Har¬ 
ris and his sharp breaking 
ball. 

He just faltered at the worst 
possible time. 

"I think I made a pretty 
good pitch," Ha rris said. "He 
just made a championship 
play for a championship 
team." 


It was the second straight 
night Harris surrendered 
a home run after Rendon 
took him deep for two 
runs in Houston's 7-2 loss in 
Game 6. Harris hadn't al¬ 
lowed a run this postseason 
before that shot. 

Cole started throwing in the 
bullpen again in the eighth, 
but by the ninth he was sit¬ 
ting down again, wearing 
a jacket and staring emo- 
tionlesstoward the field. He 
was simply a spectator to 
the last moments of an illus¬ 
trious 326-strikeout season 
that could well eam him his 
first Cy Young — but that 
didn't get him a ring. 

'We just went over the 
game plan and he laid out 
the most advantageous 
timesto use me,"Cole said. 
"And we didn't get to that 
position.'□ 



Houston Astros relief pitc her Will Ha rris throws during the seventh 
inning of Game 7 of the baseball World Seriesagainstthe Wash¬ 
ington Nationals Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019, in Houston. 

Associated Press 
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Clutch Kendrick lands winning blow as Nats take Wo rid Series 



Washington Nationals' Howie Kendrick hits a two-run home run againstthe Houston Astros during 
the seventh inning of Game 7 ofthe baseball Wbrid Series Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019, in Houston. 

Associated Ftess 


By RONALD BUJM 
AP Baseball Writer 
HOUSTON (AP) — Howie 
Kendrick sure has a knack 
forthe dramatic. 

At 36 — eight years re¬ 
moved from his only All- 
Star appearance — his go- 
ahead, two-run homer off 
Will Harris in the seventh in¬ 
ning lifted the Washington 
Nationals over the Houston 
Astros6-2 Wednesday night 
in Game 7 for his team's first 
World Series title. 
Steady-handed and bat¬ 
tle-tested, Kendrick came 
through at the biggest mo¬ 
ments of the Nationals'Oc- 
toberrun. 

"He'sbeen one ofthe heart 
and souls of this team," Na¬ 
tionals managerDave Mar¬ 
tinez said. 

Kendrick's grand slam 
against Joe Kelly broke a 
lOth-inning tie in the deci¬ 
sive Game 5 ofthe Division 
Series, giving the Nationals 
a 7-3 win — just the second 
extra-inning slam in post¬ 
season history. 

'The grand slam is still the 
biggest moment because 
we wouldn't be here with¬ 
out that," Kendrick said as 
teammates sprayed beer 
and bubbly on him in the 


boisterous visitors' club¬ 
house. 'So forme, that's still 
got to be the top moment 
in my career, but this is truly 
special." 

Kendrick hit .333 with four 
doubles and four RBIs in a 
League Championship Se- 
riessweep of St. Louis, earn¬ 
ing MVP. 

He was5 for22 with one RBI 


in the World Serieswhen he 
came to the plate in the 
seventh inning of Game 7. 
Anthony Rendon had just 
homered off Tack Greinke, 
cutting the Nationals' defi- 
c it to 2-1. 

Juan Soto walked on five 
pitches and Harris relieved. 
Kendrick swung over a 
curveball at the knees 


and drove a cutter on the 
low, outside comer down 
the right field line. George 
Springer sprinted toward 
the comer. Harris watched. 
The crowd was silenced, 
hoping the ball would be 
caught orcurve foul. 
Instead, it bounced off the 
foul pole screen. 

Kendrick shouted his way 
around the bases and 
danced in the dugout with 
hisyoungerteammates For 
one last time this season, 
Kendrick and Adam Ea¬ 
ton celebrated by shifting 
gears and slamming the 
gaspedal in theirima ginary 
car. Forget about over the 
hill — Kendrick showed he 
still had plenty in the tank. 
He became the second 
playerto hita home run in a 
winner-take-all Seriesgame 
from the seventh inning on 
that took his team from a 
deficit into the lead, follow¬ 
ing an eighth-inning drive 
by Pittsburgh's Hal Smith in 
Game 7 ofthe 1960 Series 
against the New York Yan¬ 
kees. 

He's a Iso the only player 36 
orolderto hita go-ahead 
homerin the seventh inning 
or later of a winner-take- 
all postseason game. Of 
course, he's done it twice, 
both this year. 

Kendrick singled in the 
eighth, reaching for the 
third time. 

'There's guys in a big mo¬ 
ment you want up there," 


Martinez said. 

Kendrick immediately do¬ 
nated the ball, with a yel¬ 
low streak of paint from 
hitting the screen, to the 
Hall of Fame, a part of his 
careerto be celebrated at 
Cooperstown. 

He first came up to the ma¬ 
jor leagues with the Angels 
in 2006. He thought back to 
a three-week demotion to 
the minors in 2009, when he 
was hitting just .231. 
"Probably the lowest I was 
at in my career," Kendrick 
said. "And Torii Hunter told 
me, he goes, man, when 
you come back you're go¬ 
ing to be a completely dif¬ 
ferent guy. And it feels like 
ever since that time I've 
been a better player, a 
more confident playerand 
just more of a teammate, 
more of a veteran guy." 
Kendrick signed with the 
Dodgersafterthe 2015 sea¬ 
son, then got dealt to Phila¬ 
delphia in November2016. 
"I was kind of thinking about 
retirement,"he said. 

He kept on playing and 
was traded to Washington 
in July 2017 and re-signed 
with the Nationals during 
the offseason. 

His first full season with 
Washington ended early in 
2018, when he tore his right 
Achilles tendon while re¬ 
treating to catch a fly ball 
to left field againstthe Los 
Angeles Dodgers on May 
19. Even then, he didn't get 
too down. 

'There's no point in being 
mopey about it," he said. 
"It won't heal as fast. So the 
happier I am, the faster I'll 
heal." 

Kendrick caught Martinez's 
attention during training 
camp. 

'When he showed up at 
spring training we thought 
he wasn't going to be able 
to do much,"the manager 
recalled. "I had to kind of 
ease his way, to say, 'Hey, 
look, one, you're not a 
spring chicken anymore.'" 
Kendrick wound up hitting 
.344 with 17 homers and 
62 RBIs in 121 games, miss¬ 
ing time in August with a 
strained left hamstring. 

Little did he know his signa¬ 
ture momentswere ahead. 
Two of them. 

"It makes it all the work 
worth it," he saidO 


COMF JOIN US THIS 

Friday Nov 1st and Saturday Nov 2nd 
at Orchid Casino al the Rin Antillas 
Artiha for the FINAL biggest race day 
ot the year. 

The Breeders cup @ Santa Anita Park. 
We open at 10am, Free Racing lorms 
Fiec Pizza 1 landicapping Tournament 
Nice Ambiance. 


Breeders’ 
— Cup - 
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For more information feel free to call: 525-7777 
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ADULTS US$50 ONLY FRIDAY CHILDREN (4-12) US$27. 

Salsa music, Cuban snacks. Open bar with Mojitos, learn how to dance satsa & entertainment on 
board. Time 5:30 till 7:30pm 

Snacks: Banana Chips with shredded chicken, pork & chicken cracklings with mojito dip. 

Visit us at Casa del Mar Playa Linda, Holiday fnn Concicrgc/Jobby desk/ beach huts r RIU Hut between Antilla & 
Paface Hotel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Playa Linda Resort. 

For reservations call 587-2302 (Mon-Sun) Dr book online at: www.pelican-aruba.com 


Hubevdeau rallies Rantheis past Avalanche 4-3 


By The Assoc iated Press 
DENVER (AP) — Jonathan 
Huberdeau scored 29 sec¬ 
onds into overtime after 
he tied the game late in 
regulation, and the Florida 
Pa nthers ra Hied from a two- 
goal deficit to beat the in- 
jury-riddled Colorado Ava¬ 
lanche 4-3 on Wednesday 
nig ht. 

Huberdeau sent a back- 
handed shot between the 
pads of Avalanche goal- 
tenderPhilipp Grubauerfor 
the win. He tied the game 
with 1:30 remaining. 

Colton Sceviourand Alek- 
sander Barkov also scored 
for the Panthers, who went 
2-1-1 on a four-game trip. 
Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 
27 shots, including a glove 
save at the end of the third 
period. 

Matt Nieto and Joonas 
Donskoi scored first-period 
goals, and Nathan MacK¬ 
innon added another in 
the third to make it 3-1. The 
Avs were without two big 
offensive pieces in Mikko 
Rantanen and Gabriel Lan- 
deskog due to lower-body 
injuries. 

UGH1NING 7, DEVILS 6, OT 


NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Tyler 
Johnson scored 1:16 into 
overtime, and Tampa Bay 
avoided its first three-game 
losing streak since late 
March 2018. 

Ondrej Palat scored twice 
for the banged-up Light¬ 
ning, who surrendered a ty¬ 
ing goal to Kyle Palmieri in 
the waning seconds. Alex 
Killom, Brayden Point, An¬ 
thony Cirelli and Mathieu 
Joseph also scored, and 
Curtis MeElhinney made 36 
saves. 

Palmieri scored three goals 
and Jesper Bratt had two 
forthe Devils. SamiVatanen 
scored early in the third pe¬ 
riod fora 5-3lead and Cory 
Schneiderhad 16 saves. 

J ohnson's fourth of the sea¬ 
son came from the inside of 
the right circle. 

BLUES 2, VUILD1 
ST. LOUIS (AP) - Jordan 
Binnington made 35 saves 
and Alex Pietrangelo 
snapped a tie in the third 
period, sending the Blues 
to the victory. 

Sammy Blaisalso scored for 
St. Louis, which won forthe 
fourth time in five games It 
was the first game for the 
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Honda Rantheis center Jonathan Huberdeau, back left; scores the winning goal as Colorado 
Avalanche defenseman Samuel Girard, front lefl; and goaltender Philipp Giubauer defend in 
overtime of an NHLhockey game Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019, in Denver. The Rantheis won 4-3. 

Associated Press 


Stanley Cup champions 
since star forward Vladimir 
Tarasenko had reconstruc¬ 
tive surgery on his left shoul¬ 
der. Binnington wasbusy all 
nig ht, fa c ing 12 shots in ev¬ 
ery period. He improved to 
6-2-3 this sea son. 

Mats ZUccarello scored for 
the Wild, who dropped to 


1-8-0 on the road. Devan 
Dubnyk made 24stops 
CANUCKS5, KINGS3 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Brock 
Boeser scored three times, 
and the Canucks imp roved 
to 8-1-1 in their past 10 
games. 

Elias Pettersson had a goal 
and three assists for Van¬ 


couver. Bo Horvat added 
a power-play goal, and 
Jacob Markstrom made 
21 saves Anze Kopitarhad 
two assists and passed 900 
career points, but the Kings 
lost their fourth straight 
game. Jeff Carter scored 
twice and J onathan Quick 
made 44 savesQ 


Nelly Koida and Mi J ung Hur 
share first-round lead in Taiwan 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — De¬ 
fending champion Nelly 
Korda and Mi Jung Hur 
each shot 6-under 66 to 
share the first-round lead at 
the Swinging Skirts on Thurs¬ 
day. 

Korda, who earned her first 
U.S. LPGA Tour victory here 
lastyear, had three bogeys 
but made up for it with sev¬ 
en birdiesand an eagle. 
Despite strong gusts at Mi¬ 
ramar Golf Country Club, 
28 players managed to 
shoot under par. 

"It was a tough one out 


there," Korda said. 'The 
wind was really strong." 
Minjee Lee of Australia, 
who was the runner-up a 
year ago, was a stroke off 
the pace after a 67. 
Fourmore playerswere an- 
otherstroke behind — Amy 
Olson, Caroline Masson, 
Angel Yin, Su Oh — and six 
others were three off the 
lead. 

Korda's eagle on the par-4, 
15th made the difference. 
"I've been so close and 
it's lipped out a couple of 
times," she said, explain¬ 


ing her 8-iron shot. "Finally, 
when it went in it felt really 
good." 

Hur could have a slight 
edge in the tournament. 
Her husband, Kevin Wang, 
is in the gallery. 

He doesn't always get to 
see her play, although he's 
seen her win tour events in 
Scotland and Indianapolis 
Her pa rents were also in at¬ 
tendance. 

When the South Korean 
was asked if her husband 
was a lucky charm, she re¬ 
plied: "Yes.'Q 



Nelly Korda of the United Slates watches hertee shot on the fiist 
hole during the fiist round of the Taiwan Swinging Skirts LPGA at 
the MiramarGolf Country Club in New Taipei City, Taiwan, Thuis- 
day, Oct 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Harden has 59 points, Rocketsoutscore Wizaids 159-158 



Golden State Warriors' Stephen Cuny, left; grimaces after Phoenix Suns' Aron Baynes fell onto him 
during the second half ofan NBA basketball game Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019, in San Francisco. 
Cuny leftthe game. 

Associated Ftess 


By The Assoc iated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

James Harden scored 59 
points and made one of 
two free throws with 2.4 
secondsto play to give the 
Houston Rockets a 159-158 
victory over the Washing¬ 
ton Wizards on Wednesday 
nig ht. 

Bradley Beal scored 46 
points for Washington, hit¬ 
ting three throws with 8.1 
sec o nd s left to tie it a 1158. 
Harden was 18 of 32 from 
the field, 6 of 14 from 
3-point range, and made 
17 of 18 free throws He a Iso 
had nine assists in 37 min¬ 
utes. 

Russell Westbrook had had 
just three points in the first 
three quarters, then scored 
14 in the fourth quarterand 
finished with his second tri¬ 
ple-double of the season. 
He had 12 assists a nd 10 re- 
bounds 

Clint Capela added 21 
points and 12 rebounds to 
help Houston improved to 
3-1. 

Rui Hachimura had 23 
points in his home debut 
for the Wizards, Davis Ber- 
tans added 21 and Wash¬ 
ington shot 62.6% from the 
field. Ihe Wizards dropped 
to 1-3. 

SUNS 121, WARRIORS 110 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Stephen Curry broke his 
left hand and became 
the latest injured Warriors 
player when he fell hard in 
the third quarter of another 
embarrassing defeat by 
Golden State to Phoenix. 
The two-time MVP drove to 
his left defended by Kelly 
Oubre J r. and with big man 
Aron Baynes standing sol¬ 
id ly in the pa int. C urry lea pt 
with the ball then came 
down head first landing 
awkwardly on his hands 
to brace himself from the 
court, with Baynes crashing 
onto Curry's left hand. Curry 
grimaced in pain grabbing 
at his fingers then walked 
to the lockerroom with 8:31 
left in the third quarter. 
Baynes had 24 points, 12 
rebounds seven assists and 
three blocked shots, Devin 
Booker scored 31 points as 
the Suns jumped out to a 
huge lead they never relin¬ 
quished. The Warriors have 
lost badly in their first two 
home games at sparkling 


new Chase Center.76ERS 
118, TIM BERWO LVES 95 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Joel 
Embiid scored 19 points 
and got into a brawl with 
Kari-Anthony Towns that 
sent both players to the 
showers early, and Phila¬ 
delphia beat Minnesota to 
improve to 4-0. 

The Sixers were leading 
75-55 midway through the 
third quarter when Em¬ 
biid and Towns went at it. 
The two big men have a 
history of talking trash to 
each other. After they got 
tangled under the basket, 
Embiid shoved Towns, who 
answered with a punch 
that missed as both fell 
to the floor. Ben Simmons 
jumped in and forcefully 
held Towns down as other 
players and coaches ran 
onto the court. 

Embiid and Towns were 
ejected after a video re¬ 
view. Embiid shadowboxed 
to the crowd's delight on 
his way back to the locker 
room. Fans responded with 
"MVP! "MVP!"chants. 

Tobias Harris scored 18 
points, Furkan Korkmaz 
had 17, Simmons added 
16 for Philadelphia. Al Hor- 
ford had 16 rebounds and 
12 points. Andrew Wiggins 
scored 19 points for Minne¬ 
sota. 

CELTICS 116, BUCKS 105 

BOSTON (AP) — Kemba 


Walker had 21 of his 32 
points in the second half 
and Boston rallied to beat 
Milwaukee, 

Jayson Tatum added 25 
points, Gordon Hayward 
had 21 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds, and Marcus Smart 
finished with 19 points and 
six a ssists. 

Milwaukee dominated in 
the first half, leading 19. 
But the Celtics responded 
in the third quarter, using a 
26-7 run over the final 6:38 
of the period to take an 
80-76 edge into the fourth. 
Boston kept that momen¬ 
tum, beginning the final 
period with an 11-4 run to 
open a 91-80 lead. 

Khris Middleton led the 
Bucks with 26 points. Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo had 
22 points and 14 rebounds, 
but the reigning MVP lost 
his composure late, pick¬ 
ing up a ha rd foul on Sma rt 
and then a technicalfoul in 
the final minute. 

JAZZ 110, CUPPERS96 
SALTLAKE CITY (AP) — Mike 
Conley snapped an early 
season slump with 29 points 
and the J azz beat the Clip¬ 
pers with Kawhi Leonard sit¬ 
ting out. 

Conley had 18 points in the 
third quarter as the Jazz 
scored 40 in the period and 
took a 90-71 lead. Utah (4- 
1) haswon three in a row. 
Leonard missed the game 


for scheduled rest, though 
coach Doc Rivers has said 
his star forward has been 
healthy and energized. 
The Clippers play the sec¬ 
ond ha If of a back-to-back 
Thursday against San Anto¬ 
nio in LosAngeles. 

Donovan Mitchell scored 
24 points, Bojan Bogda- 
novic had 14 and Rudy 
Gobert 13. 

Lou Williams paced the 
CUppers(3-2) with 24 points, 
16 before halftime. 
RAPTORS 125, PISTONS 113 
TORONTO (AP) — Pascal 
Siakam scored 30 points, 
including 19 in the third 
quarter, and Fred VanVIeet 
had 13pointsand 11 assists 
in Toronto's victory over De¬ 
troit. 

Siakam made eight of 12 
shots in the third, including 
three of four from 3-point 
range, as the defending 
NBA champions outscored 
Detroit 37-27 to take a 101- 
85 lead into the fourth. 

Kyle Lowry scored 20 points, 
Serge Ibaka and Norman 
Powell each had 19 and 
OG Anonuby added 13 for 
the Raptors. Andre Drum¬ 
mond had 21 pointsand 22 
reboundsforthe Pistons. 
TRAIL BLAZERS 102, THUN¬ 
DER 99 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) 
— Damian Lilia rd had 23 
pointsand 13assiststo help 
Portland hold off Oklaho¬ 


ma City. 

Lilia rd made 4 of 15 shots 
the first three quarters, but 
he made three 3-pointers 
in a n 1:26 flurry in the fourth 
that turned a three-point 
deficit into a five-point 
lead. 

C.J. McCollum scored 22 
points and Kent Bazemore 
added 14forthe Trail Blaz¬ 
ers. Chris Paul scored 21 
pointsforthe Thunder. 

C AVAUERS117, BULLS 111 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Kevin 
Love had 17 pointsand 20 
re b o u nd s, Trista n Tho mp so n 
scored 23 points and the 
Cleveland beatChicago. 
Love'sbasketon a goalten¬ 
ding call gave Cleveland 
a 91-90 lead early in the 
fourth quarter. His jumper 
from the left wing put the 
Cavaliers ahead 110-106 
with just under a minute to 
play. 

Lauri Markkanen and Zach 
LaVine each scored 16 
points forChicago. 

PACERS 118, NE15108 
NEW YORK (AP) — Do man¬ 
tas Sabonis scored 29 
points, Jeremy Lamb add¬ 
ed 25 and Indiana beat 
Brooklyn for its first victory in 
five games this sea son. 
Malcolm Brogdon added 
21 points and 13 assists for 
Indiana. 

Kyrie Irving led Brooklyn with 
28 points, Spencer Dinwid- 
die had 20and CarisLeVert 
15. The Nets have lost two 
in a row to fall to 1-3. 

MAGIC 95, KNICKS82 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 
Nikola Vucevic had 21 
points and 14 rebounds 
and Orlando rallied to beat 
New York. 

Aaron Gordon scored 10 
of his 15 points final 5:35 to 
help Orlando snap a two- 
game losing streak. Evan 
Foumier added 14 points, 
and Jonathan Isaac had 
10. Julius Randle led New 
York with 16 points and 10 
rebounds 

HORNETS 118, KING Sill 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— P.J. Washington scored 
23 points and Charlotte 
overcame a 14-point defi¬ 
cit to beat winless Sacra¬ 
mento. Terry Rozier had 22 
points, six a ssists and five re¬ 
bounds for Charlotte. Bud¬ 
dy Hield scored 23 points 
and Harrison Barnes had 22 
for the KingsQ 
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Redskins' V\iillia ms tevea Is cancer scare, explains holdout 



In this Nov. 11, 2018, file photo, Washington Redskins offensive 
tackle Trent Williams stands on the sideline during the second 
half of an NH.football game againstthe Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
in Tam pa, Ha. 

Associated Press 

Williamssaid, 'We'llsee how 


ASHBURN, Va. (AP) — Wa sh- 

ington Red skins tackle Trent 
Williams revealed a cancer 
diagnosis that played a 
part in his lengthy holdout 
and distrust of the team's 
medical staff and the orga¬ 
nization. 

Williams on Thursday said 
he told the team of the 
medical issue sixyearsago, 
a nd the g rowth o n his hea d 
grew substantially over 
time. The 31-year-old said 
he had a tumor removed 
from his skull and needs to 
get checked out every six 
months to make sure he's 
OK. 

The seven-time Pro Bowl 
selection had multiple sur¬ 
geries during the offseason 
related to the tumor's re¬ 
moval and remained away 
from the team during that 
time. Williams said it got 
pretty serious and he was 
'told some scary things" by 
doctors that changed his 
outlook on life. 

The riveting almost 20-min- 
ute discussion with report¬ 


ers unfolded with Williams, 
selected fourth overall by 
Washington in the 2020 
draft, seated by his comer 
locker stall. 

"It was a lot of emotions; 
I'm not going to lie and say 
it wasn't," Williams said of 
returning to Redskins Park 
Tuesday shortly before the 
NFL trade deadline. 

The feelings were not of 
fondness, but frustration 
over the team's medi¬ 
cal personal, according 
to Williams, downplaying 
the growth's severity over 
the years only for a local 
Northern Virginia hospital to 
eventually provide a more 
serious diagnosis. 

"I almost lost my life. Serious¬ 
ly, I almost lost my life," Wil¬ 
liams said. 'You're 30 and 
coming off seven straight 
Pro Bowls and a doctortells 
you to getyouraffairsin or¬ 
der. It's not going to sit well 
with you. It still doesn't. It's a 
scary thing to go through. 
Think how you describe to 
your 9-year-old, your5-year 


old that daddy might not 
be here. It's tough." 
Williamssaid extracting the 
tumorwasthe only accept¬ 
able path even though that 
approach meant "losing 30 
percent of my scalp." Ra¬ 
diation treatment "would 
have put a cap on my life I 
think 15 yea rs wa s the most 
I would have had after I 
started chemo. So I had to 
cut it out," Williams said. 
Williams failed his team 
physical thisweek because 
of discomfort with a stan¬ 
dard helmet. Interim coach 
Bill Callahan said the team 
would seek an alternative. 
Washington has a two- 
week exemption before 
needing to put Williams on 
the active roster. 

Such frightening thoughts 
put playing football in a 
proper perspective, but 
"I still love it," Williams said. 
That's the sport. Playing for 
Washington again isanoth- 
erstory. 

Asked if he envisioned play¬ 
ing for Washington again, 


this helmet thing turns out." 
Subsequent comments 
make it clear his relation¬ 
ship with the organization, 
specifically team president 
Bruce Allen, is strained. 

"No, there's no trust there," 
Williams said. When asked 
about whether his relation¬ 
ship with Allen could be 


salvaged, Williams paused 
before saying, "Next ques¬ 
tion." 

Callahan said Wednesday 
he was "hopeful" Williams 
would play for Washington 
again. 

Williams kept tabs on the 
team and contact with 
teammates despite his ab¬ 
sence. □ 


Continued from Ifege 17 

"It'll be just the same as 
here. Turf field in a football 
stadium with a massive 
c rowd. So, it'll be the sa me. 
We're looking forward to it." 
Nicolas Benezet also 
scored for Toronto, which 
knocked off the top teams 
in the East— New YorkCity 
FC and Atlanta — to eam 
a shot at the champion¬ 
ship. Seattle reached the 
title game by upsetting 
Supporters' Shield winner 
Los Angeles FC 3-1 in the 
Western final. 

Atlanta jumped ahead just 
4minutesinto the game on 
Julian Gressel's goal and 
had a chance to increase 
the margin on a penalty. 
But Westberg got a hand 
on Josef Martinez's kick 
from the spot, which kept 
Toronto in the game. 

'Thatsave, honestly, made 
the difference," DeLeon 
said. "If they score there, it's 
a different game. Q kept 
us in the game." 

DeLeon won it with a bril¬ 
liant shot from 25 yards 
out. Surrounded by Atlanta 
defenders, he found just 
enough room to unleash a 
right-footed blastthatbeat 
goalkeeper Brad Guzan in 
the top left comer. 


'When I turned, I had an 
intent to play it back out," 
DeLeon said. "But when 
nobody stepped, I said, 
'OK, I'm going to have a 
shot.' Fortunate enough to 
go in." 

Toronto FC returns to the 
title game just two seasons 
after winning the title with 
one of the greatest years 
in MLS history. The Canadi¬ 
an team slumped badly in 
2018, missing the playoffs, 
but now finds itself playing 
for another championship 
after taking out a pair of 
powerhouse teams on the 
road. 

It was a bitter ending for 
Atlanta, which would have 
hosted the MLS Cup title 
game forthe second year 
in a row with a victory. Unit¬ 
ed won the Campeones 
Cup and the U.S. Cup, but 
this was the title they really 
wa nted — espec ia lly in the 
final season forcaptain Mi¬ 
chael Parkhurst, who is re¬ 
tiring. 

The longtime MLS stalwart 
came up two wins short of 
another championship. 

"It was frustrating, for sure, 
especially after the great 
start we had," Parkhurst 
said. 

The winning goal came af¬ 


ter Darlington Nag be was 
dumped in the Toronto 
end of the field. While the 
United players called fora 
foul, the referee allowed 
the teamsto play on. 
Atlanta got back in plenty 
of time, but simply gave 
DeLeon too much room. 
'We had a few guysaround 
him. I don't know what 
happens. Everybody prob¬ 
ably thinks someone else is 
going to stay with the ball," 
Parkhurst said. "For a half 
a second, we left him free 
and he takes a great shot." 
United grabbed a quick 
lead, catching Toronto 
with a long pass while the 
back line was lingering in 
the midfield. Pity Martinez 
broke in all alone and, with 
two defenders trying des¬ 
perately to run him down, 
spotted Gressel streaking 
down the right wing. Mar¬ 
tinez dumped a pass to 
Gressel, who easily flicked 
the ball into an open net 
for his first career playoff 
goal. 

Atlanta really had the vis¬ 
iting team reeling before 
the 10-minute mark, set up 
by another long pass to 
Pity Martinez. The Argen¬ 
tine midfielder was taken 
down in the area by Mi- 



Toronto PC players celebrate during the trophy presentation af- 
terdefeating Atlanta United 2-linthe MLS soccer Eastern Con¬ 
ference final Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019 in Atlanta. Toronto PC 
players celebrate during the trophy presentation after defeat¬ 
ing Atlanta United 2-1 in the MLS soccer Eastern Conference 
final Wednesday, Oct 30, 2019 in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


chael Bradley, resulting in 
a penalty kick that sent 
J osef Martinez, one of the 
league's most dynamic 
scorers, to the spot. 
Martinez had converted 
18 of 21 penalties during all 
competitions this season, 
but his shot lacked its usu¬ 
al zip. Westberg guessed 
right, dove that way and 
stuck out his right hand to 
keep Atlanta's lead to a 
single goal. 

"It's just instinct," Westberg 
said. 

In the 14th, Toronto seized 


on that missed opportu¬ 
nity, With its only real good 
scoring chance of the first 
half, Benezet found a bit 
of room at the left edge 
of the area and let go of 
a curling shot that eluded 
Guzan's stretch, caught 
the far post and went in. 
Itwasthe first goal allowed 
by Atlanta in three post¬ 
season games. 

In the end, United domi¬ 
nated most of the catego¬ 
ries on the stat sheet, most 
notably piling up a massive 
18-4 edge in shots.Q 
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Facebook sues Israeli company over WhatsApp spy ware 



In this Nov. 15, 2018, file photo the icons of fecebookand WhatsApp ate pictured on an iPhone in 
Gelsenkirchen, Germany. 

Associated Ftess 


By FRANK BAJAK 
APCybeisecurity Writer 

Facebook sued the Israeli 
hacker-for-hine company 
NSO Group on Tuesday in 
U.S. federal court foralleg- 
edly targeting some 1,400 
users of its encrypted mes¬ 
saging service WhatsApp 
with highly sophisticated 
spyware. 

The la wsuit filed in Sa n Fra n- 
cisco is the first legal ac¬ 
tion of its kind, according 
to Facebook, involving a 
nearly totally unregulated 
realm. 

Facebook says NSO Group 
violated laws including the 
U.S. Computer Fraud and 
Abuse Act with a crafty ex¬ 
ploit that took advantage 
of a flaw in the popular 
communications program 
allowing a smartphone to 
be penetrated through 
missed callsalone. 

"It targeted at least 100 hu¬ 
man-rights defenders, jour¬ 
nalists and other members 
of civil society across the 
world," the head of What¬ 
sApp, Will Cathart, wrote in 
an op-ed published by The 
Washington Post. 

He said that since discover¬ 
ing the malware operation 
in May, Facebook learned 
that the attackers were 
using servers and internet- 
hosting services previ¬ 


ously associated with NSO 
Group, which has been 
widely condemned forsell¬ 
ing surveillance tools to re¬ 
pressive governments 
NSO Group issued a state¬ 
ment in which it did not di¬ 
rectly deny hacking What¬ 
sApp but which said it dis¬ 
puted the allegations and 
vowed to "vigorously fight 
them." 

'The sole purpose of NSO is 
to provide technology to 


licensed government intel¬ 
ligence and law enforce¬ 
ment agencies to help 
them fight terrorism and se¬ 
rious crime," the company 
said. 'Ourtechnology is not 
designed or licensed for 
use against human rights 
activists and journalists It 
has helped to save thou¬ 
sands of lives over recent 
years" 

It said strongly encrypted 
platforms are used by pe¬ 


dophile rings, drug traffick¬ 
ers and terrorists and that 
NSO's technologies "pro¬ 
vide proportionate, lawful 
solutions." 

Facebook demands in the 
suit that NSO G roup be de¬ 
nied access to Facebook's 
services and systems and 
seeks unspecified damag¬ 
es Cathart said leaders of 
tech firms "should join U.N. 
(free speech) Special Rap¬ 
porteur David Kaye's call 


for an immediate morato¬ 
rium on the sale, transfer 
and use of dangerous spy- 
ware." 

'This is huge. I am really 
glad to see a tech com¬ 
pany put their massive liti¬ 
gation team on the field on 
behalf of users," tweeted 
Alex Stamos, a Stanford 
University researcher and 
former Facebook chief se¬ 
curity officer. 

WhatsApp is the world's 
most popular communica¬ 
tions software, with about 
1.5 billion users in 180 coun¬ 
tries. 

John Scott-Railton, a re¬ 
searcher with the internet 
watchdog Citizen Lab, 
called the hack "a very 
scary vulnerability" when 
it was discovered. 'There's 
nothing a user could have 
done here, short of not 
having the app." 

Citizen Lab subsequently 
volunteered to assist Face- 
book in the investigation. 
The lawsuitallegesthat ma¬ 
licious code from NSO was 
sent from April 29 through 
May 10 over WhatsApp 
servers. The aim was to in¬ 
fect some 1,400 devices 
whose users included at¬ 
torneys, journalists, human 
rig hts a c tivists, p o litic a I d issi- 
dents, diplomats and other 
g o ve mme nt offic ia !&□ 


Hackeis plead guilty in data 
breach that Ubercoveted up 



In this Aug. 16, 2019, file photo, the logo for Uber appears 
above a trading poston the floor of the New York Stock Ex¬ 
change. 

Associated Press 


SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 

Two computer hackers 
have pleaded guilty to 
concocting an extortion 
scheme that entangled 
Uber in a yearlong cover- 
up of a data breach that 
stole sensitive information 
about 57 million of the 
ride-hailing service's pas¬ 


sengers and drivers. 

The pleas entered 
Wednesday in a San J ose, 
California, federal court by 
Brandon Charles Glover 
and Vasile Mereacre resur¬ 
rected another unseemly 
episode in Uber's check¬ 
ered history. 

Glover, 26, and Mereacre, 


23, acknowledged steal¬ 
ing personal information 
from companies that was 
stored on Amazon Web 
Services from October 
2016 to J a nua ry 2017 a nd 
then demanding to be 
paid to destroy the data. 
Uber met the hackers' 
demand with a $100,000 
payment, but waited until 
November 2017 to reveal 
that the personal informa¬ 
tion of both its riders and 
drivers around the world 
had fallen into the hands 
of criminals 

U.S. Attorney David Ander¬ 
son ripped into Uberfornot 
immediately alerting au¬ 
thorities about the loss of 
so much personal informa¬ 
tion that could have been 


used for identity theft and 
other ma lie ious purposes. 
'Companies like Uber are 
the caretakers, not the 
owners, of customers' per¬ 
sonal information," Ander¬ 
son said in a statement. 
Uber declined to com¬ 
ment on the guilty pleas 
and Anderson's critic ism. 
The San Francisco com¬ 
pany has previously said 
it mishandled the data 
breach. By the time Uber 
came clean about the in¬ 
cident, it had ousted itsco- 
founder, TravisKalanick, as 
CEO. Dara Khosrowshahi 
was then brought in to re¬ 
place Kalanickand burnish 
an image that had been 
tarnished by revelations 
of rampant sexual harass¬ 


ment within Uber's ranks , 
attempts to dupe govern¬ 
ment regulators and ac¬ 
cusations of stealing self¬ 
driving cartechnology. 

As part of their scheme, 
Gloverand Mereacre also 
tried to blackmail Lynda, 
com, part of professional 
networking service Unke- 
dln, according to authori¬ 
ties Instead of meeting 
those demands, Unkedln 
tried to identify the extor¬ 
tionists, the government 
said. The two men each 
face up to five years and 
prison and a $250,000fine. 
A status conference about 
their sentencing has been 
scheduled for March 18 
before U.S. District J udge 
Lucy KohO 
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Slocks move broadly lower as investors turn cautious 



In this Monday, Oct 28, 2019, file photo traderCraig Esposito woikson the floor of the New Yoik 
Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


By DAMIANJ.TOOISE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — U S. 

stocks moved broadly 
lower Thursday as investors 
shifted to a more cautious 
stance following another 
record high for the market 
a day earlier. 

Banks led the decline as 
bond yields made a signifi¬ 
cant move lower. "The yield 
on the 10-year Treasury fell 
to 1.71% from 1.79% late 
Wednesday. 

Yields were already fall¬ 
ing in the early going and 
were given an extra shove 
lowerfollowing a surprising¬ 
ly weak survey on business 
activity in the Midwest. 
Industrial companies were 
also among the biggest los¬ 
ers. Caterpillar fell 2.2%and 
3M slipped 1.6% 
Technology stocks fell, 
despite solid gains from 
iPhone maker Apple follow¬ 
ing an encouraging eam- 
ingsreport. 

Facebook rose sharply af¬ 
ter releasing surprisingly 
good third-quarter results. 
Utilities held up better than 
the rest of the market as in¬ 


vestors moved money into 
safe-play holdings. 

"The market is still on track 
fora weekly gain after the 
S&P 500 set two record 
highs this week. 

Investors have been assess¬ 
ing a steady flow of earn¬ 
ings and economic reports 
and are still looking forward 


to the government's an¬ 
ticipated October employ¬ 
ment report on Friday. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 index fell 0.6% as of 
12:25 Eastern time. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
fell 206, or 0.8% to 26,979. 
The Nasdaq fell 0.4% The 
Russell 2000 index of smaller 


company stocks fell 1% 
OCTOBER BUMP: The mar¬ 
ket is on pace to mark its 
second straight monthly 
gain. The S&P 500 is up 1.7% 
in Octoberasan easing of 
trade tensions and surpris¬ 
ingly good corporate earn¬ 
ings gave investors more 
confidence. 


The Russell 2000 index is 
on track to outpace the 
broader market in another 
signal that investors were 
more confident this month 
and willing to take on more 
risk. The index, which tracks 
smaller companies, rose 
2 . 2 % 

TO ST-FED: The Federal Re¬ 
serve's latest move reduces 
the short-term rate it con¬ 
trols to a range between 
1.5% and 1.75% Investors 
had anticipated the move 
to lower interest rates, 
which is the third such rate 
cut this year. 

The central bank has been 
lowering rates in an effort 
to shore up U.S. economic 
growth as it faces threats 
from the U.S.-China trade 
war. On Wednesday, it in¬ 
dicated that it won't cut 
rates again in the coming 
months unless the econom¬ 
ic outlook worsens. 
INVESTORS LIKE Facebook 
rose 2.7% after the social 
media company reported 
steady user growth during 
the third quarter and beat 
Wall Street's earnings fore¬ 
casts □ 


Real estate stoc ks surge as investors balance risk 


By DAMIAN j 1R0ISE 
NEW YORK (AP) — In 2019, 
investors have relied on 
bricks and mortar to bal¬ 
ance the riskier parts of 
their portfolios and get a 
good return. 

The S&P 500's real estate 
sector has been outpac¬ 
ing the broader market 
throughout the year. It's 
the second best perform¬ 
ing sector in the index, in 
between technology and 
communications compa¬ 
nies That risky and safe- 
haven sectors could simul¬ 
taneously lead the market 
might seem contradictory, 
but investors have needed 
a hedge as the decade- 
long bull market appears 
threatened by a global 
economic slowdown. 

"It's like a barbell ap¬ 
proach," said Sam Stovall, 
chief investment strategist 
at CFRA. 'You have inves¬ 
tors starving for yield and 
they're looking at some of 
the higher yield areas like 
staples and utilities, but it's 



In this J une 26,2019, file photo the rising sun peeks on the side of 
the Empire State Building seen from J ersey City, N.J. 

Associated Press 




AH Fully Furnished w/Kitctien, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI [in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool, Gym. Library. Laundry Room & BBOSets. Less than 1 mile From 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri: 
flam ■ 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9iam - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-5S2-0697 
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-880-415-1095 (loll free) 

Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0216- (toll free) 

Schotlandstraat 70, Qranjestad, Aruba 

Email : rnfo@arubaqualityapaitments.oom 
_ Website: www.arubaoualityapartuien1s.comi _ 



getting expensive." 

Stovall said real estate 
stocks are holding up well 
because investors fee I they 
are not overvalued. 

Real estate investment 
trusts, including HCP and 
Duke Realty are sought af¬ 
ter mainly for dividends. The 
stocks are legally required 
to pay 90% of their income 


to shareholders. Many of 
them have dividend yields 
of more than 4% and are 
also insulated from poten¬ 
tial swings in the market 
created by the ongoing 
trade dispute between the 
U.S. and China. 

Investors have been hedg¬ 
ing their bets throughout 
the year in otherwaysQ 
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^ICOMICS 



Mutts 



6 Chix 



AUTUMN 
CHAMPiON! 


STEPPED ON EVERY 
, SiNQUE CRUNCHY LEAF 
ON THE WALK HOME 
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Blondie 


.EXCUSE ME/ 
/OUR WAITER 
V SEEMS 
v TO HAVE 
DISAPPEARED, 


■ YEAH, MISTER C 
BIS SHOT JUST 
SOT PROMOTED.„ 
^\T° CHBfy' S 




Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 11/01 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Snail’s cousin 
5 In the distance 
9 Land Is Your 
Land” 

13 Burgundy & merlot 

15 Crucial 

16 Corridor 

17 More than 
sufficient 

18 Armor-covered 
animal 

20 Compadre 

21 Use a shovel 

23 Most miffed 

24 Gladden 

26 Ashley, to Mary- 
Kate 

27 Characteristics 
29 Steamboat 

developer 
Robert _ 

32 Theater walkway 

33 As _ as an ape 
35 Nickname for 

Margaret 

37 Kill 

38 Sudden increase 

39 Bridge 

40 Barbie’s beau 

41 Looks for 

42 Baseball’s Yogi 

43 Sandal features 

45 Take into custody 

46 “Any port_ 

storm” 

47 Black suit 

48 Razor user 

51 Clobber 

52 Fluid-filled pouch 
55 Bearable 

58 Mexican friend 

60 Remove from 
office 

61 Keep _ on; 
watch closely 

62 Tier 

63 Experts 

64 Compass point 

65 Reason to study 

DOWN 

1 Trade 

2 Peru’s capital 

3 Disagreeable 
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4 Become firm 

5 Old saying 

6 Evergreen tree 

7 Upper limb 

8 Console; 
encourage 

9 Need for water 

10 Healthy 

11 Misfortunes 

12 _ machines; 
casino lures 

14 Put to sleep 
before surgery 
19 Tiny decorative 
mat 

22 Common 
contraction 
25 Easter flower 

27 Chore 

28 Vexes 

29 Desert fruits 

30 Tyrannical 

31 Gets closer to 

33 Colors 

34 Flood refuge 
36 Small fly 

38 Go _ ways; 
split up 


39 Belgrade 
native 

41 More rational 

42 Cruel; savage 

44 Headed bolts 

45 Actress Larter 

47 Bosom 

48 Word in a red 
octagon 


49 Period of time 

50 Additionally 

53 Grows older 

54 Barn youngster 

56 Sheep’s cry 

57 Scale divisions: 
abbr. 

59 Was introduced 
to 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Bite runner's c lose call inspires road 
safety campaign 



- i - 1 

A man pushes a child in a stroller pasta sign uiging drivers to 
share the road with runners, walkers and cyclists in Providence, 
R.I., on Oct 30, 2019. 


By WILLIAM J . KOLE 
PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) 

Elite marathoner Kaitlin 
Goodman's mantra is "run 
joyfully," but when a dis¬ 
tracted driver forced her 
to leap to safety, it didn't 
spark joy — it tore her ham¬ 
string and nearly dashed 
her Olympic dreams. 
Bruised, bloodied and be¬ 
wildered, Goodman chan¬ 
neled her anger into "Safe 
on the Road," a campaign 
she launched last week to 
help pedestrians and mo¬ 
torists coexist on the na¬ 
tion's roadways. 

'You heartoo many stories 
like mine," said Goodman, 
32, who will be in the elite 
women's field for Sunday's 
New York City Marathon — 
a ra c e she missed la st yea r 
after her injury sidelined her 
forthree months. 

The National Highway Traf¬ 
fic Safety Administration 
says pedestrian fatalities 
declined slightly in 2017, 
the most recent year for 
which figures are avail¬ 
able. But at 5,977 deaths, 
the carnage is still consider¬ 
able, and it doesn't include 
the thousands who survive 
with serious injuries and en¬ 
dure chronic pain. 

Runners, walkers and cy¬ 
clists are killed with alarm¬ 
ing regularity in many U.S. 
cities, especially those 
where traffic is heavy and 
bike or pedestrian lanes 
are few. 

In August, a suburban Bos¬ 
ton hit-and-run driver was 
arrested in an accident 
that killed an avid runner 
whose body was found 
on a neighbor's lawn. And 
"ghost bike" ceremonies, in 
which bicycles a re painted 
white and placed near 
where a cyclist has died, 
are painfully common¬ 
place. 

"We've built a country that 
prioritizes people who sit 
in their cars," said the Rev. 
Laura Everett, who com¬ 
mutes by bike to herjob as 
executive director of the 
Massachusetts Council of 
Churches. 

Bike lanes a re helpful, Ever¬ 
ett said, "but paint doesn't 
protect. It doesn't keep 
drivers from veering into 
me when they're on the 


phone." 

'We need to create an en¬ 
vironment where everyone 
makes it home alive," she 
said. 

Goodman hopes her per¬ 
sonal experience will serve 
asa cautionary tale thata 
fatal or life-altering tangle 
with a vehicle can happen 
to anyone at any time. 

She was trotting down a 
city street she said she's 
run more than a thousand 
times when the driver — 
head down — nearly struck 
her in August 2018 not far 
from her home on Provi¬ 
dence's leafy East Side. 
Goodman had just signed 
professional contracts with 
Adidas and the Boston Ath¬ 
letic Association and was 
"in the shape of my life" 
when she suffered the in¬ 
jury. 

"For me, it was absolutely 
devastating," Goodman 


Associated Press 

said. "My running will never 
be the same. But it could 
have been even worse." 
Although she can no lon¬ 
ger run 100 miles a week 
or even endure a long car 
ride without discomfort, 
she's still hoping to make 
the U.S. team for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics in the mar¬ 
athon, where her personal 
best is 2 hours 32 minutes, 
orthe 10,000 meters, which 
she's run in 31:55. 

The campaign bom of her 
ordeal is designed to en¬ 
courage runners, walkers 
and cyclists to take mean¬ 
ingful action at the local 
level. That could mean 
chatting with a city council¬ 
or, putting up a "Drive Like 
You Run on These Roads" 
lawn sign, or conducting a 
street assessment to iden¬ 
tify design flaws and places 
where speed humps might 
slow driversdown.Q 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



November 1 

Carnival Freedom 

November 2 

Zuiderdam 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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^SCIENCE 



Vaccine shows 
promise for preventing 
active IB disease 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical VUHter 

An experimental vaccine 
proved 50% effective at 
preventing latent tuber¬ 
culosis infection from turn¬ 
ing into active disease in a 
three-year study of adults 
in Africa. 

Doctors were encouraged 
because protection de¬ 
clined only a little aftertwo 
years, and even a partially 
effective vaccine would 
be a big help against IB. 
"fhe lung disease kills more 
than a million people a 
year, mostly in poor coun¬ 
tries, and about one-third 
of the world's people 
harbor the bacteria that 
cause it. 

Results were reported Tues¬ 
day at a conference in 
India, the country hardest 
hit by IB, and published by 
the New England Journal 
of Medicine. 

There is a TB vaccine now, 
but it's given only to very 
young children and partly 
prevents severe compli¬ 
cations. Researchers have 
been seeking a vaccine 
that also works in adults, to 
curb spread ofthe disease. 
GlaxoSmithKline's experi¬ 
mental vaccine wastested 
in nearly 3,600 adults in 
Kenya, South Africa and 
7a mbia who were infected 
with IB but who did not 
also have HIV, the virosthat 
causesAIDS. 

Half were given two doses 
of vaccine a month apart 
and the rest got dummy 



This 1966 image made avail¬ 
able by the Centers of Disease 
Control and ftevention shows 
a chestx-iay ofa tuberculosis 
patient 

Associated Press 

shots Thirteen people in 
the vaccine group and 26 
in the other group devel¬ 
oped active TB. 

The new results show that 
'the vaccine is holding up" 
overtime, and mark an im¬ 
portant step toward hav¬ 
ing a prevention tool that's 
been sought for 100 years, 
said Dr. Paula Fujiwara, 
scientific director ofthe In¬ 
ternational Union Against 
Tuberculosis and Lung Dis¬ 
ease, the group hosting 
the conference in Hyder¬ 
abad, India. Plans are un¬ 
derway for another, defini¬ 
tive study, which will take 
at least several more years, 
she said. After two-year re¬ 
sults were announced last 
year, the World Health Or¬ 
ganization called the vac¬ 
cine a major breakthrough 
and has been holding 
meetings to discuss how to 
further its development.^ 
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In thislhuisday, J uly 25,2019 photo, workersatthe Electric lime Company in Medfield, Mass., test 
a 20 foot high clock, builtforthe a new train station in Bangkok, lhailand, prior to packing and 
shipment 

Associated Press 


Science Says: How daylight 
saving time affects health 


By UNDSEY TANNER 
AP Medical VUHter 

Office workers bemoan 
driving home in the dark. 
Nightowlsrelish the chance 
to sleep in. As clocks tick 
toward the end of daylight 
saving time, many sleep 
scientists and circadian bi¬ 
ologists are pushing for a 
permanent ban because 
of potential ill effects on hu¬ 
man health. 

Losing an hour of after¬ 
noon daylight sounds like 
a gloomy preview for the 
dark winter months, and at 
least one study found an 
increase in people seeking 
help for depression after 
turning the clocks back to 
standard time in Novem¬ 
ber— in Scandinavia. Re¬ 
search shows the spring¬ 
time sta rt of d a ylig ht sa ving 
time may be more harm¬ 
ful, linking it with more car 
accidents, heart attacks 
in vulnerable people and 
other health problems that 
may persist throughout the 
time change. 

Here's what science has to 
say about a twice-yeariy 
ritual affecting nearly 2 bil¬ 
lion people worldwide. 
SLEEP EFFECTS 
Time changes mess with 
sleep schedules, a poten¬ 
tial problem when so many 
people are already sleep 
deprived, says Dr. Phyllis 
Tee, a sleep researcher at 
Northwestern Medicine in 


Chicago. 

About 1 in 3 U.S. adults 
sleep less than the recom¬ 
mended seven-plus hours 
nightly, and more than half 
of U.S. teens don't get the 
recommended eight-plus 
hours on weeknights. One 
U.S. study found that in the 
week following the spring 
switch to daylight saving 
time, teens slept about 2% 
hours less than the previous 
week. 

Many people never catch 
up during the subsequent 
six months. 

Research suggests that 
chronic sleep deprivation 
can increase levels of stress 
hormones that boost heart 
rate and blood pressure, 
and of chemicals that trig¬ 
ger inflammation. 

HEART PROBLEMS 
It has also been shown 
that blood tends to clot 
more quickly in the morn¬ 
ing. These changes under¬ 
lie evidence that heart at¬ 
tacks are more common 
in general in the morning, 
and may explain studies 
showing that ratesincrease 
slightly on Mondays after 
clocks are moved forward 
in the spring, when people 
typically rise an hour earlier 
than normal. 

That increased risk associ¬ 
ated with the time change 
is mainly in people already 
vulnerable because of ex¬ 
isting heart disease, said 


Barry Franklin, director of 
preventive cardiology and 
cardiac rehabilitation at 
Beaumont Health hospital 
in Royal Oak, Michigan. 
Studies suggest that these 
people return to theirbase- 
line risk after the autumn 
time change. 

CAR CRASHES 
Numerous studies have 
linked the start of daylight 
saving time in the spring 
with a brief spike in car 
accidents, and with poor 
performance on tests of 
alertness, both likely due to 
sleep loss. 

The research includes a 
German study published 
this year that found an in¬ 
crease in traffic fatalities in 
the week after the start of 
daylight saving time, but 
no sue h inc rea se in the fa II. 
Other studies on how re¬ 
turning to standard time in 
the fall might impact car 
crashes have had conflict¬ 
ing results. 

OUR INTERNAL CLOCKS 

Circadian bio log ists believe 
ill health effects from day¬ 
lightsaving time result from 
a mismatch among the sun 
"clock," our social clock — 
workand school schedules 

— and the body's internal 
24-hour body clock. 

Ticking away at the mo- 
lecular level, the biological 
clock is entrained — or set 

— by exposure to sunlight 
and darkness. □ 
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Genie-bending bio of Thomas Edison is highly illuminating 


By LEE MI1GANG 
Associated ness 

"Edison," Random House, 
by Edmund Morris 
Ihe late Edmund Morris, a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning biog¬ 
rapher known for his will¬ 
ingness to brush aside the 
norms of his genre if it suit¬ 
ed his narrative ends, does 
it again in his final book: a 
fresh look at Thomas Alva 
Edison, perhaps America's 
most prolific and conse¬ 
quential inventor. 

Morris, who died in May at 
age 78, ope ns "Edison" con¬ 
ventionally enough with a 
prologue highlighting the 
inventor's world-changing 
accomplishments. Starting 
in histeensasa precocious 
telegraph operator, the 
man known as 'the Wizard 
of Menlo Park" invented 
and patented nearly 1,100 
machines, systems and 
electrical devices until his 
death in 1931 at the age 
of 84. Beginning with lower 
Manhattan in 1882, Edi¬ 
son lit up entire cities using 
long-burning incandescent 
lightbulbs and electrical 
dynamos. He invented the 
phonograph and a host 



of other sound de' 

This c over imagi release' 

Edmund Morris. 


voices and music into liv¬ 
ing rooms and cinemas. 
Besides those signature 
accomplishments, Edison 
was responsible for, among 
many other things, the first 
universal stock ticker, mov¬ 
ie camera, alkaline revers¬ 
ible battery, the first indus¬ 
trial research and develop¬ 
ment laboratory (at Menlo 
Pa rk, New J ersey), even the 
world's biggest rock crush¬ 
er, invented while spend¬ 
ing yearson one of his least 
successful ventures trying to 
mine iron ore from a west¬ 
ern New J ersey mounta in. 
He did all this on a life¬ 
long diet consisting mainly 
of plain milk and a brutal 
work regimen of 18 hours a 
day, often at the expense 
of his personal life with his 
two wives and six children. 
Nearly deaf since age 12, 
Edison found a blessing in 
the silence asa way to shut 
out distractions. 

And while he relished and 
promoted his worldwide 
fame, he never cared for 
labels like "genius" or "wiz¬ 
ard." 

"I never had an idea in my 
life," he once told a report¬ 


er. "I've got no imagination. 
... My so-called inventions 
already existed in the en¬ 
vironment — I took them 
out. ... The industrious one 
coaxes it from the envi¬ 
ronment; the drone lets it 
lie there while he goes off 
to the baseball game. The 
'genius' hangs around his 
laboratory day and night." 
After this introductory sec¬ 
tion, Morris' narrative takes 
a highly unorthodox turn 
by describing the inven¬ 
tor's lateryearsin the open¬ 
ing chapters. He then pro¬ 
ceeds backward, decade 
by decade, culminating 
with Edison's younger yea is 
when many of his most 
familiar and consequen¬ 
tial inventions in electricity 
and sound replication oc¬ 
curred. 

Morris'willingnessto breach 
the organizational norms of 
biography may not surprise 
readers familiar with his 
even bolder previous work, 
"Dutch: A Memoirof Ronald 
Reagan," in which Morris in¬ 
cluded himself as a made- 
up Zelig-like characterwho 
"knew"the former president 
backto his youthful da ys.Q 


Notre Dame delays plan to coverColumbus murals until 2022 



This Nov. 29, 2017, photo showsa murals of ChristopherColum- 
bus at Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind. 

Associated Press 


Associated ness 
SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) 

— The University of Notre 
Dame isdelaying itsplan to 
cover up 19th century mu¬ 
rals depicting Christopher 
Columbus in America that 
have long been criticized 
fortheirstereotypical imag- 
esof Native Americansand 
blacks submissively posing 
before white European ex¬ 
plorers. 

The Catholic university 
based in South Bend, Indi¬ 
ana, announced in Janu¬ 
ary that it would conceal 
the offending artwork. 
The decision came after 
students, employees and 
alumni signed a campus 
letter in 2017 that called 
for the removal of the mu¬ 
rals, which have been 
displayed in the campus' 
Main Building since 1884. 
The school's president, the 
Rev.J ohn I.J enkins,said last 
month that a new exhibit 
will explore Notre Dame's 
early history, featuring high- 


quality reproductionsofthe 
Columbus murals and infor¬ 
mation about their histori¬ 
cal importance. 

The murals, created by art¬ 
ist Luigi Gregori, will be ac¬ 
cessible to faculty mem¬ 
bers who use them for 
teaching and research, 
J enkins noted, adding they 
will otherwise be covered 
in fabric. But Dennis Brown, 
the school's spokesman, 
told the South Bend Tribune 
this week that Notre Da me 
won't cover the 1880s 
paintings until the museum 
is completed in 2022. 

"While the move to cover 
the murals should be ap¬ 
plauded, I still think . that 
the most ethical thing 
would be to either remove 
them completely or paint 
over them," Notre Dame 
doctoral student Oliver 
Ojeda wrote in the univer¬ 
sity's student newspaper. 
The debate on whether to 
cover or remove conten¬ 
tious campus landmarks 


is not exclusive to Notre 
Dame. 

At Indiana University in 
Bloomington, a mural 
panel portraying a Ku Klux 
Klan rally can be found in 
a lecture hall. And swas¬ 
tikas were once featured 
on the tiles of the school's 
Intramural Center, which 
was renamed in 2018 after 
more than 45 years of be¬ 
ing named after Ora Wil- 


demnuth, a former school 
trustee who opposed racial 
integration. 

Ellen Winner, a Boston Col¬ 
lege psychology professor 
who directs the Arts and 
Mind Lab focusing on cog¬ 
nition in the arts, said it's im¬ 
perative that educational 
institutions respond ac¬ 
cordingly when encounter¬ 
ing concerns over removal 
of art and landmarks 


"People have good moral 
values and want to be just 
and fair. It's obvious how 
unjustly Native Americans 
and blacks were treated, 
for example," she said. 
"People are now fighting 
for justice and against the 
powerelite." 

However, Winner noted, 
schools should not com¬ 
pletely remove controver¬ 
sial pieces 

"I don't believe in sanitizing 
history," Winner said, add¬ 
ing that people can leam 
from it on a deeper level 
when context is coupled 
with the art. 

Members of the Native 
American Student Asso¬ 
ciation of Notre Dame 
have previously praised 
the school president's an¬ 
nouncement to conceal 
the murals, but the group 
noted it still would like to 
see the university take ad¬ 
ditional steps to "present a 
more welcoming campus" 
forindigenousstudentsQ 
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Ihis image released by Warner Bros, shows Edward Norton in a 
scene from "Motherless Brooklyn." 

Associated Press 
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In 'Motherless Brooklyn,' 'C hinatown' 
goes East 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

Jonathan Lethem's novel 
about a private eye with 
Tounette'ssyndrome, "Moth¬ 
erless Brooklyn," starts with 
a brilliant burst of uncon¬ 
trolled profanity and an 
explanation of its protago- 
nist'scondition. 

"Words rush out of the cor¬ 
nucopia of my brain to 
course over the surface 
of the world, tickling real¬ 
ity like fingers on piano 
keys Caressing, nudging. 
They're an invisible army on 
a peacekeeping mission, 
a peaceable horde. They 
mean no harm." 

Lethem lets loose a riot of 
language across the sub¬ 
sequent pages, remaking 
a classic detective story 
with an uncontrollable flow 
of words In his intelligent, 
engrossing and derivative 
adaptation of "Mother¬ 
less Brooklyn," Edward Nor¬ 
ton has something tidier in 
mind. 

Norton, who wrote, direct¬ 
ed, produced and stars 
in the film, has shifted the 
story from the '90s to the 
'50s, taking a then-con- 
temporary twist on an old 
genre and sending it back 
to its late-noir heyday, 
along with all the period- 
appropriate trench coats, 
automobiles and Venetian 
blinds. Norton first sought 
out the book more than 20 
years ago — this is a long¬ 
time "passion project"final¬ 


ly come to fruition — and 
it's clear that he wanted 
to enlarge the story's am¬ 
bitions He's after a 'China¬ 
town" for New York. 

Lionel Essrog (Norton) is pri¬ 
vate dick whose mentor 
Frank Minna (Bruce Willis, 
whose infrequent appear¬ 
ance in movies of late has 
only heightened his pow¬ 
erful presence), adopted 
Lionel and raised him in his 
private investigator busi¬ 
ness. When Minna is killed in 
the film's opening scenes, 
Essrog throws himself into 
discovering the murder¬ 
ers, whipping up his fellow 
detectives — Tony (Bobby 
Cannavale), Gilbert (Ethan 
Suplee) and Danny (Dal¬ 
las Roberts) — to join in the 
search. 

Essrog, attimesdonning the 
guise of a reporter, follows 
a trail of clues that leads 
him across the metropo¬ 
lis and into a broad city 
hall conspiracy that rises 
to the penthouse-heights 
of New York power. Along 
the way are tripsthrough a 
not-yet-razed Penn Station, 
a handsome Washington 
Square Park and a pivotal 
Harlem jazz club (where 
Michael K. Williams plays 
a trumpet player). He be¬ 
friends a black attorney, 
Laura Ross(Gugu Mbatha- 
Raw), who helps him real¬ 
ize the full scope of the cor¬ 
ruption revolving around 
"slum clearance" policies of 
redevelopment, and how 


Minna figures into it. 

Norton is leading Essrog 
into foundational midcen¬ 
tury New York history. Just 
as Jake Gittes unwittingly 
uncovered the water sup¬ 
ply sinson which LosAnge- 
leswasbuiltin 'Chinatown," 
"Motherless Brooklyn" winds 
its way through the neigh¬ 
borhood-destroying free¬ 
way laying of Robert Mo¬ 
ses 1 New York. "Motherless 
Brooklyn" is more indebted, 
ultimately, to RobertCaro's 
"The Power Broker" than Le¬ 
them's novel. 

"The Robert Moses dop- 
pelganger here is named 
Moses Randolph and 
played with perfection by 
Alec Baldwin, who's mak¬ 
ing something of a habit 
of playing New York's real- 
estate villains. In one fine 
moment with a large map 
of New York behind him, he 
insists that he's not above 
the law, "I'm ahead of it." 

To some, this well-known 
history (there is a Iso a J a ne 
Jacobs-like figure protest¬ 
ing Randolph's brute-force 
policies) istoo familiarto be 
particularly intriguing. It's a 
little like a gumshoe wan¬ 
dering into a text book. 
But not everyone is deep¬ 
ly versed in Moses' over¬ 
whelming imprint on New 
York City. 

And what makes "Mother¬ 
less Brooklyn" respectable 
and even novel isthisgraft¬ 
ing of social history onto a 
genre tale. O 


'Friday' actor-comedian J ohn 
Witherspoon dies at 77 



In this Dec. 21, 2009, file pho¬ 
to, J ohn Witherspoon leaves a 
taping of "The Late Show with 
David Letterman" in New York. 

Associated Press 

Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ac¬ 
tor-comedian John With¬ 
erspoon, who memorably 


played Ice Cube'sfatherin 
the "Friday" films, has died. 
He was77. 

Witherspoon's family is¬ 
sued a statement to the 
website Deadline saying 
that Witherspoon died 
Tuesday in Los Angeles. 
No cause of death was re¬ 
leased. 

"The actor had a prolific 
career, co-starring in three 
"Friday"films, appearing on 
'The Wayans Bros." televi¬ 
sion series and voicing the 
grandfather in 'The Boon- 
docks" animated series. His 
film roles included "Vam¬ 


pire in Brooklyn" and "Boo¬ 
merang,"and he wasa fre¬ 
quent guest on "Late Show 
with David Letterman." 

For many, his most recog¬ 
nizable role was "Pops," Ice 
Cube'sfatherin the stoner 
comedy "Friday" and its 
two sequels, a crude but 
affectionate father trying 
to guide his son to be bet¬ 
ter. 

"Life won't be asfunny with¬ 
out him," Ice Cube said in 
a Twitter post late Tuesday, 
adding that he was dev¬ 
astated by news of Wither- 
spoon'sdeath.Q 
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liam Gallaghertalkssolo rise, family feud and rock music 



This Oct 15, 2019 photo shows singer Uam Gallagher posing fora portrait at the Sunset Marquis 
Hotel in West Hollywood, Calif., to promote his sophomore solo album "Why Me? Why Not" 

Associated Press 


By J O NATHAN LANDRUM J r. 
AP Entertainment Writer 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — Spend 
a few minutes with Liam 
Gallagher and it's clear 
the rocker hasn't lost any 
of his bravado, right down 
to counting himself among 
the greats in rock history. 
But Gallagher does ac¬ 
knowledge that one band 
breakup — not, Oasis, but 
ratherthe demise of Beady 
Eye in 2014— left him hum¬ 
bled and ready to tempo¬ 
rarily step awayfrom music. 
Gallagher said leaving 
band dynamics aside al¬ 
lowed him to "mop up 
some milk that I spilt in my 
personal life. 

"I think every now and 
again, you need to re¬ 
move yourself from what¬ 
ever you're doing," Gal¬ 
lagher said. "I just needed 
a breather. And I think the 
fa ns needed a breather." 
Since then Gallagher's 
been focused on a solo 
career, resulting in the 2017 
release "As You Were" and 
his recently released soph¬ 
omore album, 'Why Me? 
Why Not," which debuted 
at the top of the charts in 
the United Kingdom. 

The singer-songwriter rose 
to rock stardom with his 
older brother Noel Galla¬ 
gher in the 1990s with their 
group Oasis, which re¬ 
leased a series of anthem 
tunes from 'Wonderwall," 
"Uve Forever" and "Super¬ 


sonic." Noel left the group 
in 2009 after accusing Uam 
of having a hangoverthat 
forced them to cancel a 
concert. Uam disputed the 
accusation and ultimately 
sued his brother. 

That relationship hasn't 
been mended, but Galla¬ 
gher said he wants to rec¬ 
oncile, for the sake of his 
mother. 

In a recent interview, Galla- 
gherspoke with The Associ¬ 
ated Press about the state 
of rock music and how he'd 
like to see a reunion with his 
brotherplay out. 


AP: What's the state of rock 
'n' roll? Is it still a live? 
Gallagher I think so. I think 
it might not be selling as 
many records as dance 
music orrap music orwhat- 
ever the (expletive) it is 
these days that's selling. I 
think there are some good 
guitar bands out there. Ev¬ 
eryone's been saying rock 
'n' roll every year, every de¬ 
cade that it'sover. It'sbeen 
going fora longtime. It ain't 
over. 

Aft What'syourtake on the 
seemingly lack of guitar 


bands in rock? 

Gallagher Obviously, you 
got to give a little bit to 
get on the radio. If you're 
not getting on the radio, 
you're not selling records. 
There are a lot of guitar 
bands sticking to their guns 
a little bit. They're not com¬ 
promising about anything. 

I think comprising is alright 
every now and again. If 
you're going to make some 
sounds like 1967, you ain't 
going to get on the radio. 
Aft How have you compro¬ 
mised? 

Gallagher I compromised 


the sound of production. 
Whenlwasina band called 
Beady Eye, it was very 1967 
and no one would touch it. 
It doesn't mean it was bad, 
but it definitely sounded 
retro. 

Aft How was it to vent 
through your recent docu¬ 
mentary "Uam Gallagher: 
As It Was'? 

Gallagher It was good 
to get some things off my 
chest. There are always 
people spinning lies just for 
the sake of themselves 
Aft What did your brother 
Noel think a bout it? 
Gallagher I think he's up¬ 
set. But I think he's upset 
with me breathing. He's 
going to have to get over 
it. ... I don't care what he 
thought a bout it. 

Aft Do you wish you and 
Noel can work things out? 
Gallagher: Yeah, I wish so. 
Only for the brother side 
of it. Not a bit about Oasis 
The most important thing is 
about me and him being 
brothers. I've got another 
brother who he doesn't 
speak to. It would be nice 
if all three of us would be 
together. 

Obviously, our mum is still 
alive, so she gets upset 
about it. He thinks I'm des¬ 
perate to get the band 
back together for money. 
But I didn't join the band to 
make money. I joined the 
band to have fun and to 
see the world.□ 


Me G regor hated having to lie a bout reprising role asObi-Vtan 



Ewan McGregor attends the LA piemieie of "Doctor Sleep" at 
the Regency Theatre Westwood on Tuesday, Oct 29, 2019, in 
los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL CIDONI LEN¬ 
NOX 

Associated Press 
IDS ANG ELES (AP) — Ewan 
McGregor felt somewhat 
tortured for the last few 
years because while he 
was signed up to reprise his 
role asObi-Wan Kenobi, he 
couldn't publicly talkabout 
it. 

McGregor added that 
while he understood the si¬ 
lence wasa necessary evil, 
"I'm not really brought up 
that way. I'd much rather 
be honest with people. 

"But the studios are, and 
the franchises are, under¬ 
standably secretive," he 
said. "And they want to 
keep everything a sec ret till 
they wa nt it re lea sed." 


McGregor spoke about his 
struggle at Tuesday's pre¬ 
miere of his thriller "Doctor 
Sleep," which is being re¬ 
leased in the United States 
next Friday. 

McGregor made his de¬ 
but as a young Obi-Wan 
in 'Star Wars: The Phantom 
Menace" in 1999 and was 
also in the other two 'Star 
Wars" prequels. 

So he would often be asked 
by reporters if he would re¬ 
turn to other 'Star Wars" 
projects. 

"Once they started making 
spin-off movies, there was 
such a lot of speculation 
about an Obi-Wan spin¬ 
off. And I was asked every 
time I did an interview by 
people, would I do it? And 


it just became embarrass¬ 
ing, because it sounded a 
bit like I was trying to get 
the part from Disney. You 
know, like, I was saying, 
'Well, you know. Well, if 
they give me a call, I'd be, 
you know, I'd be interest¬ 
ed," he said. "Fans (would) 
like being angry with Dis¬ 
ney, saying, They better 
not cast someone else.' 
And I was thinking, 'Who 
else are they going to cast, 
you know? Uke just let me 
say it.'" 

Disney announced the 
Obi-Wan series in August 
at the D23 Expo. It is set 
to premiere on the Disney 
Plus streaming service next 
year. 

"And now (that) the cat is 


out of the bag that we're 
doing again, I'm really ex¬ 
cited about it," McGregor 


said. "It's a really phenom¬ 
enal story line that we're 
going to tell.'Q 
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Canadian Arak resurrects bygone Persian drink era 



In this April 12, 2019 photo, an employee prepares to fill bottles of ‘Arak Saggi’ at the Persian Em¬ 
pire Distillery in Peterborough, Canada, about 130 kms (70 miles) northeast of Toronto. 

Associated Press 


By KAMRAN j EBREIU 
Associated ness 
PETERBOROUGH, Ontario 
(AP) — Long before its tee¬ 
totaler Islamic clerical rulers 
banned the consumption 
of alcohol, Iran had a vi¬ 
brant drinking heritage. 

In fa ct, a s ea riy a s 550 BC, 
King Cyrus the Great and 
his Persian lawmakers were 
said to get drunk before 
deliberating important 
decisions and then de¬ 
bate them again the next 
day while sober. If they still 
agreed, the new law was 
passed. It spawned the Per¬ 
sian saying "Masti 0 Rasti," 
meaning "drunkennessand 
truthfulness." 

The motto is printed on the 
backside of the bottles of 
"Arak Saggi," a top-notch 
triple-distilled Arak creat¬ 
ed by an Iranian ex-pat in 
Canada looking to resur¬ 
rect hishomeland'salcohol 
culture. 

"I was loo king for something 
extraordinarily unique and 
I found the slang of a tra¬ 
ditional popular Arak," said 
Bruce Khabbazi, a 50-year- 
old Iranian-Canadian en¬ 
trepreneur who established 
the Persian Empire Distillery 
in 2006. "I felt the need to 
give this drink an identity 
as well as originality. My 
task became Introducing 
Arak Saggi to the world as 
a classic alcoholic drink of 
Iranians" 

Arak Saggi means "Doggy 
Arak," in a nod to the nos 
talgic spirit of the same 
name that was popular in 


Iran in the 1950s and fea¬ 
tured a dog on its label. 
Khabbazi figured it would 
loom large in the pre-1979 
Islamic Revolution memo¬ 
ries of many Iranians 
Bom in Shiraz to a family 
with more than 125 years 
in the food industry, Khab¬ 
bazi started his own chew¬ 
ing gum packaging busi¬ 
ness when he wasjust eight 
years old. At 16, he fled Iran 
to avoid fighting in the Iran- 
Iraq war and because he 
said he saw no future for 
young Iranians after the 
revolution. After a harrow¬ 
ing journey, in which he 
was briefly taken by human 
traffickers in Pakistan and 
then dyed all his exposed 
hair blond to pose as a 
Westerner, he made his 
way to Canada. He landed 


in Vancouver with just $50 
in his pocket and applied 
for asylum. 

In Canada, he changed 
his name from Behrouz to 
Bruce and went to college 
before getting back into 
the food business Eventu¬ 
ally he shifted into alcoholic 
beveragesand established 
his Persian Empire Distillery 
as just the second craft 
distillery in Ontario. His first 
product was pomegranate 
liquor. He now showcases 
three brandswith the com¬ 
bined 40 products, which 
are available in the U.S., 
Canada, Europe and Aus- 
tra lia. 

Perhaps his most prized 
concoction isArakSaggi, a 
liquor made of raisin paste 
imported from California 
that has a taste similar to 


grappa, the Italian grape- 
based brandy. Traditional 
Arak — the translucent, 
white and anise-flavored 
liquor similar in taste to the 
Greek ouzo orTurkish ra ki — 
is very popular in the Mid¬ 
dle East. 

Khabbazi lives with his wife 
and two daughters in Pe¬ 
terborough, Ontario, about 
125 kilometers (78 miles) 
northeast ofToronto, where 
his distillery and liquor shop 
are located. He hasn't 
been back to Iran since 
fleeing in 1987, though he 
hopesto visit one day. 
When he first got his liquor 
license in Canada, Khab¬ 
bazi said he was told that 
"Persians are Muslim, and 
they don't drink." 

'This was to me a lack of 
knowledge about Irani¬ 


an culture," he added. "I 
noticed a big challenge 
ahead of me and planned 
to prove them wrong." 
Alcohol consumption is for¬ 
bidden under Iran's Islamic 
Shariah law and it is illegal 
for the majority of Iranian 
Muslims. The crime is typi¬ 
cally punishable by lashes 
and cash fines. 

Still, bootleg alcohol can 
be found in underground 
markets. Iran's National 
Emergency Services says 
27 people died last Sep¬ 
tember and more than 
300 were hospitalized after 
drinking tainted bootleg. 
Iran has a rich history in 
wine making. Six ancient 
clay jars were discovered 
by a team of American ar- 
chaeologistsat a site in the 
Sgros mountains in north¬ 
ern Ira n in 1968 a nd chemi- 
cal analysison one of them 
revealed that a dark stain 
atthe bottom waswine res¬ 
idue. The jarsdate backto 
the Neolithic period more 
than 7,000 years ago and 
provide the first scientific 
proof ofwine production in 
the region in antiquity. 

The 1979 Islamic Revolu¬ 
tion put an end to that and 
sent the liquorculture deep 
underground. For several 
years, Armenians were the 
main distributers of home¬ 
made Arak in Iran until the 
foreign-labelled bottles 
started to be smuggled in. 
Here's a gallery of images 
of Arak Saggi from AP's Per¬ 
sian Gulf Photo Editor Kam- 
ran J ebreili.Q 



In this April 12,2019 photo, an oak barrel holds aged 'Arak Saggi,' at the Persian 
Bnpiie Distillery in Peterborough, Canada, about 130 kms (70 miles) northeast 
of Toronto. 



In this April 12, 2019 photo, an employee checks the alcohol distilled from raisin 
paste imported from California, used to make 'Arak Saggi,' at the Persian Empire 
Distillery in Peterborough, Canada, about 130 kms (70 miles) northeast of Toronto. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 










